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St.Catherine's Residence 

*707 107th St Phont 24332 EDMONTON 

A cheerful and comfortable home for women, 
business girls and girls of school age. 

For terms apply to: 

THE SUPERINTENDENT 


“Northern Lights” 

the Diocesan Quarterly for Yukon 
Yearly Subscription only 25c 
Send yours to: 

Rev. G. A. Cross, Whitehorse, Yukon 



10024 - lOISt STREET 

A eWif/ieJoWuuU ~ EDMONTON 


Imperial Bank of Canada 

At«11> rited Capital .. $10 000.000 

Capital Paid l’p-_. 7,000 000 

Rea-rvi* Fund ._.. 8.000 000 

HEAD OFFICE TORONTO 
The Bank transacts every description of banking 
business, including the issue of Letters of Credit and 
Drafts on foreign countries, and negotiates and re¬ 
ceives for collection paper on any place where there 
is a bank or banker. 

SAVINGS BANK DEPARTMENT 
Interest allowed on deposits of $1.00 and up¬ 
wards from date of deposit and credited half-yearly. 

EDMONTON BRANCHES 
Norwood Blvd., 96a St. and 111th Avenue. 

West End Branch, 10702 Jasper Ave. 

Edmonton South, 10319 Whyte Ave. 

Main Office, Cor Jasper and 100th Street 
J. A. WETMORE. Manager 
D. N. GRUBB. Asst. Manager 


HIGH CLASS MILL WORK 

We make in our factory any kind of church 
fitting, including Pulpits, Pews or Altars, in 
either Fir or Hardwood. 

Estimates cheerfully furnished 

W. II. Clark Lumber Co. Ltd. 

109th Street Edmonton 


We Sell the Best and Most 

Reliable Refrigeration 

at Lowest Cost 
Pure, Natural Ice 
Showroom: 10059 101st Street 

Phone 21316 

The Arctic ice Co. Limited 

PHONE 21220 

10001 97th Ave. EDMONTON 


Pure and Wholesome 
Dairy Products 

Woodland Butter 
Woodland Cheese 
Woodland Ice Cream 

Made in Edmonton by 

Woodland Dairy 

LIMITED 

A Good Dealer Near You Sells Them 


We Invite You to Try Our 

DINING ROOM SERVICE 

You Will Enjoy It 

The Corona Hotel 

Phone 27106 for reservations 


Burrows Motors 

10126 106th Street 
DODGE AND DESOTO CARS 

A Reliable Place to Buy 



























My Dear People: 


Christmas, 1943 


My Christmas message is the same familiar one that you are accustomed to receive 
in brighter days: Happy Christmas. I could not change it without being false to the 
truth. It is one of those things that time and circumstance cannot alter. Whatever 
our outward circumstances or the state of our hearts and minds may be Christmas is 
always the same. Perhaps, like myself, you have searched for some more fitting 
greeting to send to some one whose heart is sore stricken with grief or anxiety or fear. 
If so, I advise you to give up the search. There is no other greeting, there is no other 
song but "Happy Christmas." 

Christmas means happiness because Christmas means hope. It bids us never 
despair—of our own or of other human nature around us. Hope is a strong tonic for 
the garrison of a beseiged city, for weary travellers, for the grief stricken and for all those 
who are courageously bearing the burdens of a world at war. Hope is actually the 
one right key with which to open the secret of Christmas. Behind all the fun and the 
laughter, the good fellowship and generosity,- behind all the courage and the tears, 
there stands Christmas with its message of Hope. In the manger cradle at Bethlehem 
God entered the world on our side. That is the basis of all our hope. Do you remember 
those dark days when we seemed destined to fight on alone? Then do you remember 
the dawning of another day when strong allies stood by our side. That is the Christmas 
message. It is like the firm clasp of a friend's hand in time of need. God has joined 
our warfare—“a fighter escort" for the sons of men—the Hope of the world was born. 

Christmas means happiness because it means "comfort." There is danger, I know, 
in the use of this word "comfort." But it is a grand word. I suppose you have, like 
myself, longed to be able to speak the right word to some in need. But generally 
words seem so hollow in the face of great tragedy and so, in fact, they are. But this 
word “comfort” has more in it than I, till quite recently, thought. The other day 
I came across a passage in a commentary on the beatitude, "Blessed are they that 
mourn for they shall be comforted." The writer said, “Jesus did not say: “consoled" or 
“soothed” or “patted on the back." He said: "con-fortis"—strengthened. It was 
new light to me upon an old familiar word. Comfort means strength. Christmas brings 
us the strengthening assurance that God stands by us to brace our hearts and nerve 
our arms, and make us more than conquerors. I like that. He is our Ally in all that 
befalls—"Comfort ye, comfort ye my people, saith your God." 

Christmas means happiness because it means "peace.” There is something that 
I should like to say about this word but it can better far be said by Studdert Kennedy: 


"Peace does not mean the end of all our striving, 

Joy does not mean the drying of our tears. 

Peace is the power that comes to souls arriving 
Up to the light where God Himself appears. 

Joy is the wine that God is ever pouring 
Into the hearts of those who strive with Him, 
Light'ning their eyes to vision and adoring, 

Strengthening their arms to warfare glad and grim." 


Just one more word. Christmas happiness comes only to those who voluntarily 

shoulder the burdens of the world. To enlist in a great cause and never to give up 

brings a quality of happiness to be found nowhere else. Christmas tells us of the 

birth of our Divine Partner in the world’s work. While we dare not miss all the fun 

and laughter, all the joy and friendliness and generosity of this Holy Season, at the 
same time we dare not forget that Christmas enshrines a challenge to join forces with 
God in righting the wrongs as well as singing the songs. I turn again to a verse from 
Studdert Kennedy to clinch this truth: 


"There’s an army thronging round Him as He takes 
the road tonight, 

Can’t you see your sons and brothers lined before Him 
left and right? 

Can’t you hear their voices calling you to join 
the Host and fight 

For the God Who marches on?” 


God^bless you with the happiness of Christmas which springs from His gifts of 
Hope, of Comfort, and from enlistment in His service. 



Yours faithfully, 

WALTER EDMONTON. 
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Published monthly by authority of the Executive Committee, Diocese of Edmonton 


Editon The Rev. W. M. Nainby Business Manager! D. W. F. Richardson. 

8319 101st St., Edmonton 10060 104th St., Edmonton 

Subscription Rate, 40c per year if delivered to the parish in which the subscriber lives 
50c per year if mailed direct to the subscriber from the office of publication. Advertising rates 
sent upon application to the Business Manager. All copy for this magazine should be in not 
latar than 25th of month for publication in following month’s issue. 

New and renewal subscriptions should be sent c/o the Business Manager. 



The publication of this magazine is to some extent, made possible by our advertisers, and 
we invite our readers, so far as they are able, to purchase their goods from them. Mail orders 
will receive the same courteous attention given to city customers. 



Ptstfjop’s engagements; 


December 

Sunday, Dec. 5th —Holy Trinity—Dedication of 
chimes. 

Sunday, Dec. 12th —Sedgesvick, Hardisty, and 
Hughenden. 

Thursday, Dec. 16th —Executive Committee. 
Friday, Dec. 17th —Beaver River. 

Saturday, Dec. 18th —Ashmont. 

Sunday, Dec. 19th —Rife, and Glendon. 
Monday and Tuesday, 20th, 21st —Grand Centre. 
Wednesday, Dec. 22nd —Waskatenau. 

Kiwanis Home. 

Christmas Day —Tofield and Viking. 

Sunday, Dec. 26th —To be arranged. 


Btocegan 39etos 


JANUARY WEEK OF PRAYER 

For a number of years past it has been the 
practice to observe the first week in January as a 
Week of Prayer. This Week of Prayer will be 
from Sunday, January 2nd, 1944, to Sunday, 
January 9th, and the topics suggested for each 
week-day from Monday to Saturday are:— 

The Church and the New Age. 

The Church and the Nation. 

The Church and the World. 

The Church and the Home. 

The Church and Its Unity. 

The Church and the Kingdom of God. 

In most parts of Edmonton the clergy will be 
co-operating in the holding of joint services in their 
respective churches, with guest speakers from other 
communions. We commend the Week of Prayer to 
all members of our Church and urge them to meet 
with Christians of other churches in a united 
act of prayer to God. 


INFLATION IN CHINA 

We have been warned by our leaders of the 
danger of inflation, and examples have been given 
of the extreme hardships caused in the rise in prices 
in Germany at the close of the last war. Here are 
some figures of the hardships of inflation which 
the Chinese in occupied China have to suffer: 

One egg, $3.00; one cake of laundry soap, $60.00; 
one chicken, $10.00 gold; a pot of tea, $2.00; a 
glass of milk, $25.00; rice, $50.00 a pound. 


EXECUTIVE MEETING 

The Executive Committee of the Diocese of 
Edmonton will meet in the Synod Office on Thurs¬ 
day, December 16th, at 7.30 p.m. 


CLERGY CERTIFICATES, 1944 

The Canadian Passenger Association, 320 Union 
Station, Winnipeg, have written as follows: 

1. A holder of a 1943 certificate should use 
card form contained therein, in making applica¬ 
tion for 1944 certificates. 

2. A new applicant must file application on 
Canadian Passenger Association Form 75W, certi¬ 
fied as required therein. (Form 75W may be 
obtained from Synod Office.) 

3. Each application for a new or renewal certi¬ 
ficate must be accompanied by Express Money 
Order or Cheque (payable at par) for $2.00 made 
out to the Canadian Passenger Association. 

4. Applicants desiring their certificates promptly 
at the first of the year should file their applications 
not later than December 1st. 


SEE HOUSE 

Bishop and Mrs. Barfoot entertained the Anglican 
nurses from the University Hospital on November 
17th. There were twenty nurses present. 

On December 2nd the Anglican nurses from the 
Royal Alexandra Hospital were entertained, thirty- 
four being present. 

Both groups of nurses expressed their pleasure at 
being invited to See House, and their appreciation 
of the thoughtfulness of Bishop and Mrs. Barfoot. 

An invitation has also been extended to the 
Anglican nurses of both the Misericordia and 
General Hospitals to attend a reception at the 
See House early in December. 

fcural Beanerp 
of tfbmonton 


HOLY TRINITY 

The Rev. W. M. Nainby 

Parish Notes 

Members of the No. 1 (Res.) Arm’d. Ordnance 
Workshop paraded to church from the Connaught 
Armouries for the morning service on Sunday, 
November 14th, under the command of Capt. 
Charles E. Garnett, who read the second Lesson 
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This parade saw Lieut. Ralph R. Couper serving 
for the first time as second in command of the 
Workshop Unit. 

The Legion of Frontiersmen held their Annual 
Church Parade on Sunday, November 21st, and 
attended the morning service. Mr. M. S. Young 
read the Lessons for the day. 

Choir 

A very successful choir stall was held at the 
annual W.A. Bazaar on November 5th. We would 
like to thank all the people who patronized our 
work. We are happy to report that one of our 
members, Miss Audrey Sowerby, is now’ recuperat¬ 
ing from an appendix operation. We hope to have 
Audrey back with us very soon now T . 

Christmas is not so very far away, and we are 
busy practicing some of the music from ‘ ‘ The 
Messiah” which is to be presented on the Sunday 
evening before Christmas. 

Young Women’s Fellowship 

The Young Women’s Fellowship met on Novem¬ 
ber 3rd and 17th, in the vestry. On the 3rd, Mrs. 
Chamberlain gave us a very interesting taik on 
the work of the W.A., entitled, “How Can I Best 
Serve in My Church and Community.” 

On November 12th, fourteen of our group 
attended the Special Evening Board Meeting of the 
W.A. The special speakers were Miss Ruth 
Wigmore of Deaconess House, Toronto, and Mrs. 
Snellhorn, Superintendent of the Victorian Order of 
Nurses. On November 19th, we held a Social Get- 
Together in the church basement. The audience 
was most appreciative of the programme, and our 
first venture of this kind w r as quite successful. 
Mrs. P. D. Fowler convened the programme and 
Mr. T. Bull was master of ceremonies. 

We are very busy now putting the last touches 
to our bazaar work. The Bazaar will be held in 
conjunction with the Girls’ Club Bazaar, on Friday, 
December 3rd, in the church basement in the 
evening. 

Holy Trinity Girls’ Club 

The Girls’ Club meetings during the past month 
have been taken up mainly with preparations for 
the Bazaar. At the meeting of October 25th we 
were pleased to have Mrs. W. J. Melrose speak to us 
on “The Church of England in Canada.” Mrs. 
Melrose continued this topic on her visit of Novem¬ 
ber 22nd. On November 1st, a house meeting was 
held at the home of Miss M. Smalian, and final 
plans for the Bazaar were discussed. 

Parish Guild 

The stall which was held at the Market on 
November 13th, whifh Mrs. Shaw convened, 
proved to be most successful. 

Our next meeting is to be held at the home of 
Mrs. Harold Hawe, 11623 Saskatchewan Drive. 

Intermediates 

Not so very long ago Mrs. Tingle’s club held a 
Sale of Work to let people see what the girls have 
been doing at their weekly meetings. Following 
this, we sent a parcel of clothing and a sum of 
money to a bombed out area in London. We have 
just received a very interesting letter from the 
minister of St. Alban’s Church at East Ham, in 
acknowledgement. Mrs. Tingle will be very glad 
to let anybody interested read this letter—especial¬ 
ly the mothers of the Club members. The girls 
(twelve years of age and over) meet every Wednes¬ 
day at 6.45 p.m. in the Tower Room of the church, 
and any girls interested will be made most welcome. 
We would like to receive gifts of odd bits of wool 


or any article that might come in useful for making 
clothes and toys. We also gave our Rector $15.00 
to go towards furnishing a small chapel in our own 
church. 

Woman’s Auxiliary 

The annual Bazaar, held on November 5th, was 
an outstanding success, and we would like to thank 
all who came. There was a large attendance and 
we were glad to have Mrs. Nainby back again with 
us. We were sorry our president, Mrs. Manahan, 
was not well enough to attend. 

A W.A. Corporate Communion was held on 
St. Andrew’s Day, Tuesday, November 30th, at 
10 a.m. 

The final meeting of this year is to take place 
on Tuesday, December 14th. 

W.A. Active Service Group—At a meeting held 
on November 18th, Mrs. May reported having 
already mailed 85 parcels to the men of the parish 
overseas. The parcels for those on active service in 
the Dominion are now being got ready for mailing. 
The first meeting in the New Year is to be on 
January 6th. 

Mothers’ Union 

The monthly meeting was held at the home of 
Mrs. C. Mison. Arrangements were made for a 
Corporate Communion on December 9th at 10 a.m. 

Sunday School and Bible Classes 

We are glad to record increases in our Sunday 
School attendance. Plans are being made for 
Christmas parties for all three Sunday School 
departments, and also for the Bible Classes. 

Chimes: On Sunday, December 5th, the Bishop 
dedicated the chimes recently installed in the 
church tower. They are a gift of the congregation 
in recognition of our Jubilee Year, and in memory 
of the men and women of the congregation who 
have made a faithful Christian witness during the 
past half century. The dedication was most im¬ 
pressive. After the prayers said by the Bishop, and 
as the congregation knelt, the chimes played “We 
Love the Place, O God.” There are eighteen tubular 
chimes, and practically any hymn tune can be 
played. 

Mortgage: It was decided at the last Vestry 
meeting that an effort should be made to remove 
the mortgage from the church next year. The out¬ 
standing amount of $4,200 will be met largely 
through gifts of the congregation. Every interested 
member is being asked to give a dime a week for 
the one year, and this, together with other antici¬ 
pated donations, should enable us to be clear of debt 
by the end of 1944. The Rector and Mr. H. E. 
Roberts have visited most organizations explaining 
the scheme, and the response already is most 
gratifying. 


ST. FAITH’S 

The Rev. L. M. Watts 

The W.A. bazaar, held on November 19th, was 
a successful and happy event of the month. The 
bazaar, which was held in the evening this year, 
was opened by Mrs. W. F. Barfoot. A short time 
after the opening the tables were cleared of all 
saleable articles. We discount the rumour that the 
sheets used to cover the tables were also sold. 

Congratulations to Mrs. Currey and the branch 
members on another successful enterprise. It was 
a lot of work, but it was well worth it. We foresee 
a rush on the evening of December 10th when the 
Evening Branch bazaar will be held. Let me 
whisper here, that the hall doors will not be open 
until 7.50 p.m. 
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Miss Ruth Wigmore, Field Secretary of the 
Deaconess House, Toronto, was guest speaker at 
the W.A. meeting on November 17th. We enjoyed 
her visit and address and were inspired by her 
enthusiasm. 

An autographed quilt is quite an idea. Apart 
from its sale price the quilt brought in over forty 
dollars. The rector and his wife often go to sleep 
with members of the congregation on their mind, 
and now they can sleep under the warm protection 
of their fellow members’ names. Thanks to Mr. 
Parlee, the Rector and his wife are now the proud 
possessors of the quilt. Its value will grow with 
the years. 

A congregational meeting was held on November 
23rd and the meeting voted i 1 favour of selling the 
house owned by the parish as the first step towards 
building a new rectory. A social evening followed 
the business meeting. It was an enjoyable evening. 
Thanks to Mrs. Barrington and Mrs. L. Roberts for 
arranging it. 

The Girls’ Auxiliary has been re-organized under 
the leadership of Mrs. R. Smith, and we wish 
them a good season. 

This will be the last issue for this year and we 
would like to record our appreciation of the work 
of the Wardens and Vestry. Vestry meetings 
throughout the year have been a pleasure. The 
work accomplished during the year is really amazing. 
The new room on the basement of the church is 
almost finished. We are planning to combine the 
official opening with a congregational social some¬ 
time between Christmas and the New Year. 

The Bishop’s visit at our morning service and at 
the Sunday School was a help to us all. The open 
door of opportunity of which the Bishop spoke 
characterizes the outlook of the parish. The door 
is open which leads to development in ever}' way. 
As I look through that door one thing I see clearly 
is a new rectory. That will mean so much to this 
parish. 

The members of the C.B.L. voted ten dollars of 
their Christmas card money to the rectory fund. 
May this be the beginning of a real drive. 

The Rector and Mrs. Watts have been warmed 
by the many good wishes from the congregation on 
the birth of their daughter, Gloria Sybil. 


ST. MARY’S 

The Rev. A. Elliott 

Confirmation: The Vicar would like to know 
immediately the names of ail those who wish to be 
Confirmed or arc willing to attend classes held for 
that purpose. While this applies especially to the 
children over thirteen years, there are numbers of 
adults in every parish, and St. Mary’s is no excep¬ 
tion, who have never been confirmed. All classes 
will be arranged to suit the convenience of candi¬ 
dates. 

W.A. Evening Group: Thanks to the kindness 
of Mrs. R. C. Marshall this W.A., on November 3rd, 
held a very delightful and very encouraging tea and 
sale of work at Mrs. Marshall’s home. The members 
of this Group are evidently very much interested in 
the Hall Fund and have already sent in a cheque 
to the treasurer to help it along. 

Sunday School: There is a definite increase 
this season in the number of children attending 
and the present teachers are doing all they can to 
look after the increase. An offer to teach or to 
act as a substitute occasionally would be very 
welcome. 


Parish Hall Fund: This is coming along but 
too slowly. All members, without exception, could 
or should give something. Small gifts are always 
very acceptable as well as larger ones from those 
better able to afford it. Have you sent in your 
gift? 

W.A. and Junior W.A.: The church members 
are very grateful for the continual help that is being 
given by the W.A. towards the General funds. We 
all have the feeling that the W.A. has seen us 
through each year, but if each of us did his part by 
direct giving, the call on the W.A. would not need 
to be so insistent. The slogan this year should be: 
“Every Member an Envelope Subscriber.” 

The W.A. is holding a Christmas sale and tea in 
the church hall, on December 8th. We hope every 
one will try and attend. 

Mrs. Galpin, together with Mrs. Robinson, are 
again looking after the Juniors. We thank them 
both for the kindly work they are doing for the 
children. 

“Missing” Anglicans: There are numbers of 
them in this parish and we are out to find them. 
The W.A. has offered to help and we hope that 
before long they will no longer be missing. 

Choir and Junior Choir: Well done Seniors! 
We have had many difficulties but you have never 
yet let the church down through the year. We 
have always had the choir. It is hard to practice 
anything new due to lack of time. Thanks to you 
also, Juniors, and to your leader, Miss L. Davies, 
who is training you so well for the future. Some 
time soon the war will be over and we’ll be able to 
have our mid-week practice again. 

Services for Christmas will be as usual:— 
Christmas Eve at 11.30 p.m. 

Choral Communion on Christmas morning at 
11.00 a.m. 

ST. MARK’S 

The Rev. A. Elliott 

Sunday School: The new plan of holding 
morning and afternoon sessions are proving very 
successful. We are entering the Banner Competi¬ 
tion for attendance ,.-nd also for Work Books as out¬ 
lined in the circular recently sent out by the 
Sunday School Teachers’ Association. 

The Choir: Junior and Senior Choirs have com¬ 
bined for the evening service. The Senior Choir are 
holding their practices on Sunday after church. 

The Young Women’s Group: The Young 
Women’s Group held a whist drive on November 
17th. Although our membership has diminished, we 
feel well repaid for our efforts and have been able 
to meet the pension premium in full. Our annual 
meeting will be held early in December. 

The W.A.: The W.A. held their annual Christ¬ 
mas tea and sale of work last Wednesday. The 
mild weather brought many out who would not 
have been able to come. The afternoon was an 
enjoyable one and the members were very pleased 
with the results. Once again we say “Thank you ” 
to all who helped us and to all for their patronage. 

We extend our deepest sympathy to Mrs. Corlett 
and Jessie in their recent bereavement. 

Our kindest thoughts and prayers are with those 
who are away from home and loved ones. \\ e wish 
them Godspeed, wherever they may be, and hope 
that their sacrifice will not be in vain and that 
“Peace and Goodwill” will once more reign on 
the earth. 
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ST. STEPHEN’S 

Canon J. C. Matthews 

Sunday Services: 

Holy Communion, 8 a.m. 

Sung Eucharist, 11 a.m. 

Evensong, 7.30 p.rn. 

Week-day Services: 

Holy Communion: Monday, Wednesday, 
Thursday and Saturday, 8 a.m. 

Evensong on Saturday, 7.30 p.m. 

It was_a great pleasure to see Mr. Buchanan 
again when he blew in last month. A number of 
his old friends gathered up at the rectory after 
Evensong on Sunday night. 

The Willing Workers’ annual bazaar was held 
on the 10th, and proved as successful as it always 
does. Mrs. H. E. M. Evans very kindly came to 
perform the opening ceremony which she did in 
her usual charming way. 

Fr. Loosemore, S.S.J.E., spent eight days with 
us, preaching on Sundays and each week night with 
the exception of Saturday. The services have been 
well attended by a consistent group of people and 
our thanks are due to him for coining and to the 
Society of St. John the Evangelist for sending him. 

Guide Notes: The Tenth Edmonton Guide 
Coy. entertained their younger sisters, the Tenth 
Edmonton Brownie Pack, at a Hallowe’en party, 
welcoming seven Brownies who had reached Guide 
age. Grace Holloway received her “wings” and 
proudly flew up. Jean Lamb will also fly up within 
the next few weeks. Brownies who hopped up were: 
Frances Aldridge, Delores Buttnor, Doreen Meehan. 
Bernice Ross, Betty Lou Spence, and Patsy Wilson. 

Following the “flying up” Mrs. Allen, District 
Commissioner, presented the Brownies’ gift of a 
gold recruit pin to Mrs. Slater, who has been their 
Brown Owl for the last three years and has just 
recently taken over the Guide Company. 

Mrs. Margaret Williams is the new Brown Owl 
and Miss Georgia Itoy, the Tawny Owl. Miss 
Marion Blacklock is the Guide Lieutenant. 

Prices for the best costumes were adjudged to 
Shirley McKay, Frances Aldridge, Betty Lou 
Spence and Patsy Wilson. 


ST. MATTHEW’S MISSION 

The W.A. had a tea and sale of home cooking 
early in November. On the 25th'Fr. Loosemore 
visited the meeting, which was held at Mrs. 
Whiting’s home, and spoke to the ladies. 


ST. MICHAEL AND ALL ANGELS 

The Ladies’ Circle had a very successful rummage 
sale at the Social Credit Hall on- the 23rd. Mrs. 
Byers and Mrs. Phillips spent two or three (.lays 
driving round collecting the goods. 

We are having the services in the parish hall 
during the winter, as it is impossible to heat the 
church. 

John Stewart Edwards was baptized on Sunday, 
November 21st. 

The Ladies’ Circle held a whist drive in the hall 
on November 25th. 


CHURCH OF ST. JOHN THE EVANGELIST 

Since the visit of our Bishop in July we had a 
very welcome visit in August from the Rev. Fr. 
Lockyer, S.S.J.E., Bracebridge, Ontario. During 
this visit we had very wet weather but this did not 
deter Fr. Lockyer from accomplishing much work 
in several visits and baptisms and a service of 


Holy Communion on August 15th. 

A rather unique baptismal service was held in 
the harvest field of Mr. Percy Roilison. Mr. 
Rollison was ready to stop the tractor and binder 
and with his wife and family witnessed the receiving 
into Christ’s Holy Church of his daughter and two 
sons. An infant baby was baptized afterwards at 
the home. The natural setting in harvest colours, 
using the top of a well as a Font added beauty to 
the service. Five children, the family of Mr. and 
Mrs. Kenneth Gant.z, were baptized in their home 
on the lake shore during Fr. Lockyer’s visit. Vari¬ 
ous interviews were made in preparation for Con¬ 
firmation, also at this time. We are most grateful 
for Fr. Lockyer’s visit and to our Bishop and to the 
community at Bracebridge for making the visit 
po ssible. 

Services have been held each Sunday since 
September 4th at the home of Mr. H. J. Ayres— 
due to road conditions and the busy short-handed 
harvest season. 

We gave thanks to Almighty God on Sunday, 
September 12th, for the measure of recovery and 
the safe return home of Mrs. N. Wotherspoon who 
had undergone a serious operation. She is making 
a good recovery and returning to her usual work in 
our church life. 

Our Harvest Thanksgiving Service was held in 
the church at Grand Centre on October l(Ph. Much 
disappointment was felt that the Ven. Archdeacon 
Middleton of Lethbridge was not able to be with us 
as he had expected. He has kindly promised how¬ 
ever to come to us at the first opportunity. The 
church was beautifully decorated with flowers, 
sheaves, fruit and vegetables, which were afterwards 
sent to the United Church Hospital at Cold Lake. 
A very nice letter of thanks to our congregation was 
received from Dr. Savage and her hospital staff. 

The deepest sympathy of all our church folk and 
the entire community go out to Mr. and Mrs. 
Harry Welsh and family in the passing to ‘ ‘ Higher 
Service” of their daughter, Anna, aged fourteen 
years, on Wednesday, October 27th, in Lamont 
hospital. We were glad to know that both her 
father and mother were able to be with her before 
the end came. For the past few years Anna had 
been a great help in our our church life, both in 
happy and good living, also in the example she 
set in self denial in setting aside regularly of her 
savings for the building and work of our church. 
“Jesus took a little child in His arms.” The funeral 
service was held in Grand Centre Church on 
Saturday, October 30th, and a large congregation 
assembled to pay their last respects. She was laid 
to rest in the cemetery beside her church with 
many beautiful floral tributes. A very touching 
tribute at the graveside was offered very reverently 
by her comrades, boys and girls of Little Long Lake 
school, who lined each side of the grave while one 
of their number laid a wreath at the foot. 

All will be glad to know that Mr. Garden and 
the church committee and some other helpers have 
completed the drawing of.logs and are now sawing 
them at Anderson’s mill, to supply the lumber for 
Mr. Hagen to complete the inside lining of our 
church building before Christmas. Lumber is also 
being sent to Mr. John Reid who has very kindly 
offered to saw these into pickets, so that a suitable 
fence may be placed around our church and ceme- 
try early in the spring. Mr. Garden is very kindly 
donating the fence posts necessary. We are very 
grateful to all who have given their services on 
this project, and our whole congregation are very 
grateful to Mr. O. Anderson also for the very 


(Local News continued on page 19) 
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Religion and the War 

XII—THE WAR AND THE KINGDOM OF GOD 
By Rev. Ebenezer Scott, M.A., B.D. 

The law of the Kingdom of God in this world, as proclaimed by Christ, re¬ 
solves itself into the ultimate principle of the universal brotherhood of men under 
the Fatherhood of God in heaven; and the spectacle of men and nations at war 
with one another is a manifest and flagrant defiance of this law. 

Yet, as we have found again and again in this and previous discussions, war 
is full of paradoxes. War, in an oddly inverted way, with all its primitive savagery, 
is often a most powerful factor in human progress. In the material sphere, it often 
adds an impetus to men’s efforts which centuries of peace cannot show. War 
insists on getting things done quickly. War is a great discoverer of men, and 
calls forth the utmost powers and ingenuity of the men whom it singles out from 
the common throng. Both in the last and in the present war, knowledge and in¬ 
vention have made sudden and tremendous strides. But further, while the im¬ 
mediate art of war is the killing of men, the lessons which it learns in the study 
of this grim art may be applied in countless directions to the most beneficial 
humanitarian purposes. This war, in particular, has exposed evils and diseases in 
the social sphere which were either not known to exist or, by a secret and shame¬ 
ful understanding, were connived at and hushed up. It is compelling us to face 
up to these. The social and moral conscience has been aroused; and already prac¬ 
tical, statesmanlike measures are before us for raising the standard of healthy 
and decent living among the masses of the people. 

Above all, the Christian conscience has been challenged. Christianity is a 
universal religion; and the Kingdom of God claims total power over the life of 
universal humanity. From this highest vantage ground the resemblance between 
the present universal reign of war and the universal, eternal Kingdom of God 
again seems to be a strangely inverted one. Yet we may wistfully believe that 
the relation between the two is not altogether of a negative kind. The war is 
already producing a spiritual unity of its own. No doubt paradox is always apt to 
be too tempting, and it would be carrying it to an absurdity to represent this war 
as one of the great missionary movements of history; that would be too like trans¬ 
forming Satan into an angel of light. But it would not be altogether a piece of 
clever special pleading to argue that the war may in course of time prove to have 
helped the cause of overseas Missions. John Bright said that the only good thing 
that could be said about war was that it taught people geography. This war is 
certainly doing that, and geography is a good thing in itself. It is one of the most 
romantic, enlightening and broadening of studies. We may be learning more than 
the bare facts of geography. As we are forced to extend our vision around the 
whole world, may we not cherish the hope that the Church may be spurred on to 
more determined efforts than ever before to bring all lands within the scope of 
the Gospel of Christ. We are not, for the time being at least, dividing up the 
world into Great Powers and smaller states and lesser tribes. We belong to the 
United Nations; and the very name is a happy augury for the future. As we are 
citizens of so vast a commonwealth, do we not as Christians take a solemn oath of 
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allegiance to the Kingdom of God on earth? We may see in the United Nations 
the prophecy of the time when all the kingdoms of the world shall become the 
kingdoms of the Lord and His Christ, and He shall reign for ever and ever. 

On this hopeful note we close our present discussions. It may be retorted 
that, when we have said all, we are only making the best of a bad job. But it is 
in the true Christian spirit to do that; and, what is more, God can do it far better 
than we can. Our hope is in Him. This war has brought some of the most splen¬ 
did qualities of our race into full light. We view with natural pride the heroism 
of our fighting men and the stedfast endurance of our people. If only we can con¬ 
tinue to build on the truly religious foundations of the war, surely we are not far 
from the Kingdom of God. 


Comments Original and Otherwise 


MAMMON HOLDS SWAY 

Under that heading a letter recently appear¬ 
ed in The Canadian Churchman in which Rev. 
Arthur B. Lea, incumbent of the mission of 
Fort Pitt, Saskatchewan, tells of the impres¬ 
sions he formed after reading the reports of 
the recent General Synod in Toronto. Here is 
what he has written. 

After perusing accounts of General Synod 
activities, I find myself rubbing my eyes and 
questioning my own sanity. I seem to see a 
new Bible with our basic texts rewritten as 
follows: 

“God so loved the world that He gave His 
Son that all that believe on Him should have 
SOCIAL SECURITY.”—John 3: 16. 

“It pleased God by the foolishness of EDU¬ 
CATION to save them that believe.”—1 
Cor. 1: 21. 

“It is easier for a camel to go through the 
eye of a needle than for a clergyman to preach 
the Kingdom of God on less than $1,200 a 
year.”—Matt. 1.9: 24. 

“My Kingdom IS of this world ... To this 
end was I born, that I should bear witness unto 
DEMOCRACY.”—John 18: 36, 37. 

It fell to me to preach a sermon on the 
Jubilee of General Synod. Taking the Prayer 
for Synods as my basis, I found the three great 
principles of Synod to be the preaching of 
Christ, the maintenance of Church Order, and 
the extension of God’s Kingdom. But appar¬ 
ently preaching is converted into moral ad¬ 
monition, Church Order into Church finance, 
and the Kingdom into an earthly Order in 
which our leaders agree that sin and death 
never will be completely conquered. 

What hurt me most was the picture of Fort 
Smith, Fort Simpson, Fort Hay and Fort Nor¬ 
man. What a chance for four zealous Church¬ 
men to lay down their livings and preach the 
salvation of souls for nothing but the gifts of 
the people and the earnings of their own 
hands: what a sublime call to real missionary 
service in our own land, preaching the Gospel 


free! But no; Mammon holds sway. Men can¬ 
not be asked to go on less than $1,600 a year.” 

So wrote Rev. Arthur B. Lea, of the mission 
of Fort Pitt in the missionary diocese of 
Saskatchewan, and therefore one of the men 
who stood to gain by the proposed stipend in¬ 
crease. There indeed was courage and honesty 
of very fine quality. 


TURNING THE GOSPEL INTO A 
SYSTEM OF ECONOMICS 

There has come to me through the mail a 
copy of an editorial that appeared in an On¬ 
tario paper The Tweed News, last September, 
in which the writer says, “The churches have 
lost the power of spiritual healing because too 
many ministers have reversed the gospel of 
their Master and are seeking first a material 
kingdom. They have been trying: to turn the 
gospel into a system of economics and have 
abandoned the doctrine of immortality and 
Heaven in the hereafter for a socialist Utopia 
here and now—or as soon as they can elect a 
socialist government.” 

The writer might have gone further, and 
said that the socialist Utopia hoped for will 
never be attained by certain methods at pres¬ 
ent advocated. The brave new world that we 
hear so much about, will never be created by 
man-made schemes and moral admonition 
alone. Such a brave new world can only be 
created by brave new men and women. Here is 
what the presiding Bishop of the American 
Church said on the subject quite recently. He 
too is an earnest advocate of a new and better 
world by which he says, “we mean one in 
which peace, freedom, justice, righteousness, 
and love will prevail. Plans for political, social, 
and economic reconstruction with a view to 
promoting these ideals are being widely dis¬ 
cussed. Earnest consideration of such plans 
is highly important. Our Lord warned us of 
the folly of putting new wine in old bottles. 
But in our enthusiasm for the provision of 
new bottles, let us not forget the problem of 
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providing new wine. By new wine is meant a 
radical change in the characters and capacities 
of the people who are to live under the new 
world order. 

It is obvious that important as it is for 
Christian men and women to use their expert 
technical knowledge and their understanding 
of Christian moral principles in drawing up 
plans for a better world the primary responsi¬ 
bility of the Church is to co-operate with God 
in producing the better men and women with¬ 
out whom such plans are doomed to failure. 
Free institutions are workable only by those 
who have the inner freedom that is made pos¬ 
sible by the inner freedom of the Holy Spirit.” 

Please note those words. The primary res¬ 
ponsibility of the Church is to co-operate with 
God in producing better men and women. 

Hear also what the Bishop of Rochester has 
to say on the subject. 

“In times of fiery ordeal, such as in this 
war and in the last, the passionate longing is 
born in men’s hearts for a better world to arise 
out of the ashes of the old. 

It is, therefore, natural and right that there 
should be this universal talk of a new order 
and of a better Christian society. But our 
resolves for social reconstruction were just as 
lofty and eager during the last war; and yet 
they all came to so very little, when the Armis¬ 
tice maroons had sounded the “stand easy” 
fronj effort and sacrifice. We should take the 
lesson seriously to heart and know that (in the 
words of the Bishop of Southwell) “it is rank 
folly to expect a brave new world to be 
fashioned, somehow or other, by the same 
gullible and selfish human minds and wills 
which have made such a muddle of the old.” 
The truth that emerges is obvious and incon¬ 
testable—namely that it is only new people 
who can make a new world. We must first 
become new creatures in Christ if we are to 
plan a new creation for civilization.” 

Hear also the Archbishop of Canterbury, 
who is such an earnest advocate of social re¬ 
form. “Let us never suppose that by any 
external arrangement of the ordering of life 
we can establish either justice or good will. 
The sin that now expresses itself in unlimited 
acquisition of wealth, can just as easily express 
itself in grasping and manipulating the levers 
of power in a collective society.” 


THE CHURCH TIMES AND THE 
ARCHBISHOP 

In the editorial comments of The Church 
Times (London) under the heading “Summary” 
I find this paragraph: 

“The Archbishop of Canterbury occupies a 
position of leadership in the Church of Eng¬ 
land which is only matched by the affection in 
which he is personally held. There are multi¬ 
tudes of Churchmen, however, who share the 
uneasiness to which our contributor “Ingenuus” 
this week gives chastened expression. No one 
doubts, for a moment, that Dr. Temple is him¬ 


self fully convinced of the primacy of the 
gospel of salvation over the preaching of social 
progress; on this point our correspondent may 
well rest assured that the Archbishop is wholly 
on the side of the angels. His pronouncements, 
however, invite criticism from at least two 
different angles. First, it belongs to Platonism 
rather than Christianity to imagine that out¬ 
siders will be won to the Church merely by the 
spectale of Christians absorbed in social re¬ 
form: to see the good is, in this imperfect 
world, a very different thing from acting on 
it. Secondly, while the Archbishop’s own atti¬ 
tude is above suspicion, the policy with which 
he identifies himself may convey the impres¬ 
sion, both within the Church and, no less dis¬ 
astrously, without its confines, that worldly 
betterment on the material plane is the be-all 
and end-all of true religion.” 

The article by Ingenuus is headed “Gospel or 
Ideology. Whither does Dr. Temple lead?” 

The writer begins with the statement: “I am 
troubled about the spiritual policy of our pres¬ 
ent ecclesiastical leadership. The debates in 
the Church Assembly, the recent pronounce¬ 
ments of many individual members of the 
episcopate, seem to hesitate between two 
opinions, if not actually committing the 
speakers to an idealism which looks towards 
the attainment of a progressive righteousness, 
while paying lip service to the catastrophic 
necessity of Christian conversion.” 

“It is true”, says the writer of this article, 
“that the Archbishop recognizes the danger of 
making the Christian appeal to righteousness, 
the equivalent of a Socialist ideology, and that 
again and again he mentions the necessity 
“that true conversion and sanctification of 
individuals is the primary and most indispens¬ 
able need. Without this all else is impossible.” 
It is, however, the social appeal that causes 
the average man-in-the-street to listen. 

The article concludes as follows: 

“It is obviously right that Christians should 
be active in denouncing abuses—so were the 
prophets—in forwarding good housing, old age 
pensions, and the like. But to urge that an 
interest in Christian morals is a reason for 
Christian membership is putting the cart be¬ 
fore the horse and turning the Christian faith 
from being a supernatural way of life, justi¬ 
fied by its fruits, into an ideology to compete 
with those which already hold the field. 

“The people should be looking to the Arch¬ 
bishop and the Church for the dynamic proc¬ 
lamation of the spiritual, and what they seem 
to be getting and approving is his views about 
a good natural order, and the part that a uni¬ 
fied Christian witness may play in securing it. 

“The claim Dr. Temple makes that ‘the evan¬ 
gelistic purpose will never be out of mind, and 
will often come into the forefront as the really 
governing consideration’ is not sufficient, when 
the Gospel order is ‘Go make disciples’ and 
‘the works shall follow after them.’ 

“I am deeply troubled. I am anxious to see 
all the things done the Archbishop asks for, 
but I cannot help feeling that to expect them 
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to be done by unconverted people is going to 
lead to a bitter disillusion and an eventual 
turning against the Church by the dis¬ 
appointed.” 


A MIDDLIN MAN OF GOD 

I have recently read an article in an Ameri¬ 
can Church paper in which the writer gives a 
list of subjects which he regards as a minimum 
for an effective course of study in a theological 
college. The list of subjects is long and varied, 
but strangely enough the Bible and Religion 
only occupy a secondary place. He quotes the 
motto from The Virgians that a former Dean 
had carved on the bulletin board of a theo¬ 
logical seminary, “A middlin doctor is a pore 
thing, and a middlin lawyer is a pore thing, 
but keep me from a middlin man of God.” 

That is an excellent motto, but most sure I 
am that a man may be an expert in philosophy, 
psychology, and social service, and yet be 
nothing more than a “middlin man of God”, if 
coupled with that, there is not a sense of deep 
devotion to Jesus Christ, that makes him a 
missionary in action in his own parish, and a 
missionary spirit overseas. 


CHINA OUR GREATEST 
OPPORTUNITY 

The National Council of the Church in the 
United States has just published a whole page 
advertisement in a New York church paper 
from which I quote as follows: 

“China today offers the greatest oppor¬ 
tunity for work the Christian Church has ever 
faced. . . . The whole course of Christian civili¬ 
zation may well be determined in China. . . . 
We must not fail to share with the Chinese all 
that Christ has given us.” These and other 
comments by men who know China indicate 
the Church’s opportunity there today and in 
the years immediately ahead. 

The sweeping changes which have taken 
place in China in recent years; the upheaval 
which has sent fifty million Chinese into the 
west and southwest of their nation and the 
resultant mushrooming of cities and towns 
with the coming of this new population are 
well known to all. 

Perhaps it is not too clearly understood what 
an important part the Christian Church and 
more especially our Episcopal Church has 
played in these developments. The Episcopal 
Church has been in the vanguard and in the 
midst of all these changes since the earliest 
months of the war when our Chinese clergy 
from the Yangtze Valley shepherded their con¬ 
gregations on the long dangerous journey as 
refugees from the invasion. The Church, in 
other words, has been constantly with the 
Chinese, Christian and non-Christian alike, 
during their travail. And thereby has been 
written what is likely to be adjudged one of 
the most glorious chapters in our Church’s 
long history. 


The Presiding Bishop puts China at the top 
of the list of opportunities in the Christian 
Offensive which he will call General Conven¬ 
tion to undertake. China is truly our greatest 
missionary opportunity today!” 

This particular appeal is number six in a 
series recently issued. The Church over there 
is not making the mistake of allowing home 
obligations to obscure her view of her obliga¬ 
tions overseas. 


AN EVENING WITH GENERAL 
CHI AN G KAI-SHEK 

The Indian Christian Messenger tells a story 
of a Canadian's visit to the General and his 
wife. When the visitor made a move to return 
to his hotel, he was asked to remain and join 
in the family prayers. 

Very few persons have received such an in¬ 
vitation, and the Canadian accepted it im¬ 
mediately and sat down again. The General 
took the Bible in his hands and began to read 
a passage. Then all three joined in prayer 
together, led by the General. 

The Canadian says: “For the remainder of 
my life I do not expect to hear another prayer 
like that. The General began with a simple 
expression of gratitude for the courage of the 
nation under fire. He then prayed for strength 
and energy for the men in the fields of labour 
and for tnose who were in the firing line. He 
prayed that God would give him strength, and, 
in a special way, wisdom and direction, so that 
he might not abandon his people. But what 
impressed me most of all was his request that 
God would help China not to hate the Japa¬ 
nese people. He prayed for all Japanese 
Christians and for the multitudes of Japan 
who were being impoverished to make the war 
in China possible. He prayed for the town that 
had been the victim of the bombardment and 
also for those who were dropping the bombs. 
Then in a simple and humble way he placed 
himself afresh in God’s hands, praying that he 
might know the Divine will so as to put it into 
practice on the morrow.” 

After the half-hour’s Bible-reading and 
prayer, the Generalissimo and his wife rose 
from their knees, shook hands with their 
friend, affectionately bade him good-night, and 
then accompanied him to the door. And the 
visitor, on his way back to the hotel, said as 
he went: “At last I have found two Chris¬ 
tians.” 


THE CHURCH IN JAPAN 

For some time the Japanese government has 
been trying to organize a Christian Church 
completely dominated by the state. In 1941 a 
number of denominations formed the United 
Church in Japan which was not under state 
control. The Episcopal Church refused to join. 
In November, 1942, the Japanese government 
dissolved this United Church and announced 
(Continued, on page 8) 
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Bethlehem, Yesterday and Today 



Bethlehem’s early history is scant, and al¬ 
most complete obscurity had surrounded it by 
the time it became the birthplace of Jesus. The 
Basilica of the Nativity was built in A.D. 330 
by the Emperor Constantine. Before that time, 
it is said, the scene of the Nativity had been 
desecrated by a temple of 
Adonis. The Basilica of the 
Nativity is one of the oldest 
churches in Christendom, 
having been built 1,600 
years ago. As it stands to¬ 
day it represents the or¬ 
iginal building of the Em¬ 
peror Constantine and the 
restorations and additions 
of Justinian. Surrounding it 
are three convents erected 
by the Greek, Latin and 
Armenian Churches, mon¬ 
asteries and schools. 

Three different rites have 
the privilege of worship¬ 
ping in the Grotto of the 
Nativity. The Latin Church 
celebrates Christmas as we 
do in this country on De¬ 
cember 25; the Orthodox 
celebrates on January 7, 
and the Armenian on 
January 20. 

Under the Altar in the 
Grotto is a silver star sur¬ 
rounded by a Latin inscrip¬ 
tion, “Hie de Virgine Maria 
Jesus Christus Natus Est,” 
marking the spot where 


Jesus is thought to have been born. Perpetual¬ 
ly above this star sixteen silver lamps are 
burning, six of them representing the Ortho¬ 
dox, six the Armenian and four the Latin 
Church. 

Almost opposite the Recess of the Nativity 


THE CHURCH OF THE HOLY NATIVITY 



BETHLEHEM 


is the Chapel of the 
Manger where Latin 
tradition says the Sac¬ 
red Manger lay. The 
entrance to the Basilica 
is through a low door— 
“the eye of the needle” 
—a protection against 
the entrance of camels 
and donkeys. Accord¬ 
ingly, all who enter 
must bow their heads. 

Shortly after noon on 
the day before Christ¬ 
mas, the Latin Patri¬ 
arch arrives from Jeru¬ 
salem and requests the 
Orthodox to open the 
iron door of the Ba¬ 
silica for him. He cele¬ 
brates midnight mass 
in the Latin Church 
adjoining the Basilica. 
Forty-five minutes 
after midnight the Or¬ 
thodox Church cele¬ 
brates a mass in the 
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Catholicon, and about an hour later the Latin 
procession marches to the Grotto. 

The Patriarch places an image of the Infant 
Jesus on the Star of the Nativity and after 
prayer he removes it to the Manger. During 
this ceremony the Orthodox and Armenian 
Dragoman stands on either side of the Star. 
After the ceremony the procession leaves the 
Grotto, and so once again, homage has been 
paid to Him who brought a message of love 
and peace to the world.—-Selected. 


COMMENTS 

(Continued from page 6) 

the organization of the Church of Christ of 
Japan, state controlled, and then announced 
that one of the main bodies in it would be the 
Episcopal Church. The U. S. foreign broadcast 
intelligence now states (September 13) that 
the Tokyo radio in an English-language broad¬ 
cast announced that “one of the largest 
Protestant bodies in Japan” which had hither¬ 
to “declined” to join the government-domin¬ 
ated Church of Christ in Japan has now 
“applied” for admission. The U. S. monitors 
were unable to hear the name of the denomi¬ 
nation distinctly but described it as sounding 
like the Episcopal Church. The broadcast said 
that a representative of the denomination will 
meet with five representatives of the newly 
organized state Church and that the union will 
be “achieved” soon. Inquiries among mission¬ 
aries indicate that the denomination referred 
to in the broadcast most likely is the Episcopal 
Church. Officers at Episcopal headquarters in 
New York stated that they are completely cut 
off from the Japanese Church but expressed 
the fear that the report is true. 


CONDITIONS IN HONAN, CHINA 

The following is an excerpt from the “China 
Report”, issued by the Church Committee for 
China Relief, New York: 

Honan—Expectations of a good harvest in 
June were blasted. In the Chengchow area the 
crops were only 50% of expectations. In the 
Loyang district the crops were poorer than 
last year. Other sections presumably have suf¬ 
fered similarly. The prospects for summer and 
autumn crops are poor. Grasshoppers and 
floods have become additional destructive fac¬ 
tors. One authority believes that this Honan 
famine may become one of the worst in 
China’s tragic history of such catastrophies. 
One of our district chairmen stated that in his 
11 counties the death rate has been estimated 
as high as 50%, although his own judgment 
puts it conservatively at 30%, “which is bad 
enough.” Another correspondent has written, 
“We just have to harden our hearts to the ap¬ 
peals of many and let them go away hungry. 
Many do not return just because they do not 
have the strength to get here. The abandoned 
children are one of our greatest problems. We 
need your prayers.” He adds—“Such experi¬ 


ences are not conducive to good sleep when one 
remembers the hundreds outside our door in 
th cold and without food.” 

This is one of the most vital parts of Free 
China. “Honan people are among the best 
capital resources of China, being strong, 
hardy, resourceful.” 


COMPULSORY RETIREMENT OF 
BISHOPS 

At the recent General Convention of the 
American Church in Cleveland the bishops 
voted for the compulsory retirement of bishops 
at the age of 72. It is considered certain that 
the House of Deputies will concur. Action was 
postponed in regard to the question of ad¬ 
ministering the Holy Communion by intinction, 
or in one kind, until the subject is considered 
by the Lambeth Conference. 


REFORM AT THE TOP 

At a largerly attended meeting in Birming¬ 
ham under the auspices of the Industrial 
Christian Fellowship the speakers were the 
two Archbishops and the American Ambassador 
Mr. Winant. From The Church Times report 
of that meeting I quote the following: 

At the Albert Hall meeting, housing had 
been the Archbishop of York’s subject. At 
Birmingham it was putting the Church’s house 
in order, and Dr. Garbett appropriately began 
at the top, with high dignitaries like himself. 
“As long as the bishops are looked upon as 
rich men,” he said, “their spiritual influence 
will be hindered. Both the Archbishop of 
Canterbury and I are most anxious that as 
soon as possible this cause of offence shall be 
removed.” 

People felt that Churchmen had no right to 
proclaim the necessity of great social changes 
in the name of Christianity unless they were 
doing their utmost to bring their own Church 
more in accordance with the will of God. 
Churchmen, indeed, must not allow social re¬ 
form to be a kind of way of escape from put¬ 
ting their, own house in order, though more 
harm had been done to the Church by per¬ 
sistent, niggling criticism within it than by 
the open attacks of its enemies. 

Reforms long overdue included the redressing 
of grave inequalities in the income of the 
clergy; but perhaps the laity were more con¬ 
cerned with the question of the freehold of 
the clergy. This freehold had its value because 
it gave the clergy independence; but unlimited 
freehold occasionally led to great scandals. In 
what other profession could a man remain 
year after year in his post when he was unable 
to carry out its duties ? The great mass of the 
clergy disliked these scandals as much as any¬ 
one. But if any limitations were to be placed 
on the freehold of the parochial clergy, the 
same ought to apply to the bishops. A bishop 
who had outstayed his usefulness might do 
much more harm to the Church than a senile or 
infirm incumbent. 
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MISS JANIE THOMAS, 
MISSIONARY 

With very much interest I read in The 
Canadian Churchman a report of an interview 
with Miss Janie Thomas, a retired missionary, 
who went overseas in the good (and good with¬ 
out any interrogation mark) old days, when 
the Church in Canada was not content with 
the expression of a pious hope that our com¬ 
mitments overseas would some day grow and 
increase. They were days when the missionary 
spirit was so marked a feature of our Church 
life, that missionary obligations were under¬ 
taken in Japan, China and India, when there 
was no lack of candidates for work overseas, 
many of whom for devotion and effectiveness, 
would rank with the great outgoing disciples 
of any age. 

I was particularly interested in her refer¬ 
ence to Robert Stewart and his wife, C.M.S. 
missionaries who visited Canada in 1893. How 
well I remember the week end they spent with 
us, and the missionary meeting, when people 
crowded into the building until there was no 
longer standing room inside the door. It was 
from Robert Stewart that I learned to think 
of the Church not as a sort of religious club 
for the benefit of the members, but an army 
tD win the world for Jesus Christ. 

From Canada the Stewarts went on to 
China to resume their work. The following 
year they were both murdered at their 
station. Some members of their family are 
now working as missionaries in China. 


ANGLICAN FIGURES 

New York—The National Council recently 
disclosed that the total number of people in the 
Anglican Communion is one of the world’s 
least known and most undeterminable statis¬ 
tics. They quote the following figures as 
worked out from recent available sources as 
certainly a minimum. Five of the fourteen 
Irish dioceses are lacking; the years for which 
figures are given vary from 1936 to 1942; for 
England and Wales, the numbers used refer to 
Easter communicants, not to the total number 
of baptized, which would greatly increase the 
totals; and the war has upset statistics in 
many fields. They are: 


North America: Canada, Newfound¬ 
land, the United States (exclu¬ 
sive of overseas missions) _ 3,487,500 

South America and the West Indies... 756,500 

Europe .. 4,137,900 

Asia .. 1,074,200 

Africa . 1,262,500 

Oceania: Australasia, including Poly¬ 
nesia and Melanesia _ 3,143,500 


Estimated number of Anglican com¬ 
municants _13,862,100 


TRADEMAS OR CHRISTMAS? 

Can’t we do something about bringing 
Christmas back to the Christ child? A short 
journey, recently, in the week of November 21, 
found streets in several cities already decor¬ 
ated with coloured lights, Christmas trees, and 
signs of “Merry Christmas”, all carefully 
sponsored by the Chamber of Commerce. Each 
year this practice seems to creep up a few 
days earlier, and one wonders when the Fourth 
of July will inaugurate the Christmas season. 

Walking down the streets of one city we 
heard familiar carols ringing out from loud 
speakers strung along the buildings, while the 
city government had arranged a Christmas 
tree to start the merchants off on the Christ¬ 
mas season November 26. Evidently no little 
town of Bethlehem can ever be still and silent 
any more, and that the only way Christmas is 
brought home to anyone is by a brass band 
parading up in the November days to adver¬ 
tise the grand opening of the fake Santa 
Clauses in the various department stores. 

Unquestionably a good part of the blame for 
this commercialization of the sacred day which 
was supposed to commemorate the birth of an 
humble child, is the indifference of church 
people themselves. We have lost all sense of 
the meaning of Advent. Except for the purple 
colouring in our hangings, and the zealousness 
with which our choirmasters sing the whole 
of the Benedictus, one would never know that 
a season of penitence to declare our unworthi¬ 
ness of any gift was the teaching of the 
Church. 

Possibly we will have to change our carols 
and hymns and advertise the latest products 
instead of the more somber hymns of the 
Advent season. 

The saddest part of it is that those who have 
the clearest vision at present of the disgrace¬ 
ful commercilization of the sacred day seem 
to be the cynical writers who evidently have a 
more spiritual sense of the fitness of things 
than those who call themselves Christians. It 
may sound basphenjous at first reading to hear 
some of the parodies on the Christmas hymns 
and carols that have been written. But if they 
serve to awaken Christians to the paganism 
and vulgarity that they have allowed to come 
into their midst they will have served a good 
purpose. 

The Christmas card and calendar racket has 
had its part to play. Last Christmas we re¬ 
ceived cards of over one hundred horses, at 
least fifty dogs, not to mention a few that 
might have been classed as comic valentines, 
all wishing us “Merry Christmas”. Add to 
these were pieces of doggerel unquestionably 
composed by the chief character of “Three 
Men on a Horse”. One wonders to what new 
depth the Christmas card will eventually go. 

Probably there is very little we can do about 
it right now, but at least some of us can try 
to revive Advent and year by year refuse to 
enter into the ballyhoo that has gradually been 
taking the place of “Peace on earth, good will 
to men”. 

(Tke Southern Churchman) 
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DECEMBER 

5. SECOND SUNDAY 
IN ADVENT. 

6. Nicolas, Bishop of 
Myra, circ. 342. 

8. Conception of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary. 

11. Accession of King George VI, 1936. 

12. THIRD SUNDAY IN ADVENT. 

14. Birthday of King George VI. 

15. Ember Day. 

16. 0 Sapientia. 

17. Ember Day. 

18. Ember Day. 

19. FOURTH SUNDAY IN ADVENT. 
21. Saint Thomas, Aposlle and Martyr. 

25. CHRISTMAS DAY. 

26. FIRST SUNDAY AFTER CHRIST¬ 
MAS. 

Saint Stephen, Martyr. 

27. Saint John, Apostle and Evangelist. 

28. Innocents’ Day. 

29. Thomas, Archbishop of Canterbury, 
1170. 


HOW THE CHURCH MUST PREPARE 
FOR PEACE 

“On the question of the advance in all de¬ 
partments, 1 cannot help thinking that the 
supreme objective of the Church at home must 
be to prepare for ‘Peace’ in time of ‘War’. My 
experience is not as extensive as some, but I 
have seen enough to desire with all my heart 
that when men return to the steady sweep of 
peace time living they will be met by a 
Church, strong, sympathetic and understand¬ 
ing, but one which knows its own mind. The 
sanctions, the moralities, the disciplines of 
peacetime must be reaffirmed. Men who have 
lived in a turbulent whirlpool must be caught 
and steadied in the wide sweeping current of 
directed living. It must most certainly proclaim 
higher standards of personal goodness. My 
work has been more with the underside of 
things than most chaplains in the Air Force. 
I am deeply concerned by the lack of sense of 
responsibility in human relationships. Chastity, 
fidelity and honesty need emphasizng. 

"Thirdly, it must revive its sense of the 
Supernatural. No earthly power can gain the 
confidence of this generation. In fact earthly 
power is now being seen for what it is—a 
broken reed. Beside broken lives lie broken 
promises. 

I met a padre this week who was greatly 
moved because a young airman had come to 


him and said, “Padre I no longer feel suffi¬ 
cient to myself. I must have something outside 
me to lean on.” Deep down in the lives of most 
is the need for the word of assurance “from 
above” this clash of human interests. By the 
way, the young airman and the padre prayed 
together and he found a little peace.” 

Extracts from letter of S.-Ldr. 

Rev. G. P. Gower. 


THE MAJESTY OF THE GODHEAD 

“What do you mean by God?” we are asked; 
and, with the cocksureness of a schoolboy, we 
reply triumphantly, “Behold Him in the over¬ 
alls of the Carpenter of Nazareth. There is 
God.” That is, of course, a great truth. We 
do, indeed, behold the glory of God in the face 
of Jesus Christ. But can it be seriously sug¬ 
gested that the mental conception of God in 
terms of an oriental village carpenter, is 
adequate to inspire the heart to worship and 
adore the All-great and the All-loving? And 
surely nothing less than worship is due from 
the creature to the Creator. The Incarnation 
is no excuse for our reducing God to the size 
of a man. If, for a time, the Son of God “was 
found in fashion as a man,” it was, after all, 
only for a time. The Incarnation was but an 
interruption in the normal life of the Godhead. 

By all means we should do our best to make 
God understandable to man, as long as we do 
not go too far and pretend that He is fully 
understandable. Pascal was quite right when 
he asserted that unless God were incompre¬ 
hensible He could not be God at all, which 
was only another way of stating the axiom 
that it would be a contradiction of terms if the 
finite could understand the Infinite. For that 
reason the Christian life must always be a 
life of faith. We believe rather than know; we 
trust rather than prove. And we are quite 
content that it should be so, for if God so far 
exceeds man, then, as Canon Bright put it, 

His very greatness is a rest 
To weaklings as we are. 

The older theologians took great pains to 
make it clear that God is very different from 
man. Thus, in the seventeenth century, the 
famous Bishop Hall wrote: “We must believe 
Him great without quantity, omnipresent with¬ 
out place, everlasting without time, and con¬ 
taining all things without extent; and when 
our thoughts are come to their highest, let us 
stop, wonder, and adore.”—(Church Times). 


ANGELUS 

Evening tiptoes down the hill 

Leaving stars where daylight trod 
And the earth, serene and still, 

Turns itself to God. 

. —-Gilean Douglas. 
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The Mind of Christ 

E. R. James 


LET THIS MIND BE IN YOU, WHICH 
WAS ALSO IN CHRIST JESUS 

Philippians 2: 5. 

THE MIND OF CHRIST. How the expres¬ 
sion thrills us in this age of psychology, which 
is the study of the mind. The mind of Hitler 
is revealed in his book and in his acts. The 
mind of Stalin similarly. It is quite natural for 
St. Paul, who had spent the main portion of 
his life in the study of the deep things of God 
and His Christ, to utter this wish to his 
readers. He had been saturated with the mind 
of Christ. Think of the price he paid for that 
knowledge. “Yea, doubtless I count all things 
but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of 
Christ Jesus our Lord; for whom I have 
suffered the loss of all things that I may win 
Christ and be found in Him”. These are not 
the words of an excited young man but of a 
middle aged—“Paul the aged”—from his 
prison cell. 

Your thoughts will sooner or later reveal 
themselves in your face. The man whose mind 
is filled with the coarser things of life will 
soon reveal it in his face. An artist, after 
many years of absence in the study of his 
profession, came to see his aged mother. The 
next morning he exclaimed to his sister:— 
“How beautiful Mother is growing.” “Yes”, 
was the quiet reply, “for she has spent her 
days in prayer.” 

In what ways did our Lord reveal His mind ? 
Let us meditate upon three of them. 

God desired to be undistinguished when He 
became a Man. A startling thought for a self 
advertising age. He chose a poor, but devout 
virgin, who by the operation of the Holy 
Spirit gave birth to the Son of God. 

It is inspiring to remember that some of 
the most beautiful lives have been lived by the 
poor. They are the very salt of the earth. The 
Jews of our Lord’s day called them “The 
quiet ones”. How the title rebukes us. Gener¬ 
ations have been thrilled by the reply of the 
Virgin Mary: “Behold, the handmaid of the 
Lord; be it unto me according to thy word.” 
That Holy Thing born of her in the obscurity 
of the stable in Bethlehem is truly the Son of 
God. “The Word was made flesh and dwelt 
among us.” 

The Mind of Christ was full of compassion 
for the poor, the degraded and the diseased. 
He touched “the man full of leprosy”. He 
went about doing good, healing the sick and 
comforting the mourners. 

A famous modern German philosopher says: 
“Pity and mercy are sentimentalities tending 
to exalt the incompetent, to preserve the unfit 
and to hinder progress.” 


Another German thinker teaches: ‘To prefer 
in this world the poor to the rich, the fool to 
the wise, the sick to the healthy is a great 
error.” 

Hearken to the words of the Carpenter of 
Nazareth: “Come unto me all ye that labour 
and are heavy laden and I will give you rest.” 
Again: “The poor have the Gospel preached 
to them.” 

Multitudes have drawn near. They have 
listened and have discovered in their personal 
experience that Jesus is indeed the Christ, the 
Saviour of the world. 

Above all the Mind of Christ is saturated 
with a deep and wonderful faith in God. “He 
trusted in God” is the testimony of His 
enemies. His apostles, who were chosen “that 
they might be with him” more or less drank 
in this spirit of faith in God in spite of their 
past religious atmosphere. When He was 
arrested and put to death on the cross their 
faith received a severe shock. “How could God 
permit such a horror to come upon His well 
beloved Son?” But the Resurrection revived 
their faith. He came to show men how to live 
in simple, trustful faith in God. “Have faith in 
God” is His constant command. When the end 
came He fulfilled His own teaching. He proved 
His faith by crying: “Father, into thy hands 
I commend my spirit.” 

At this Christmas season will you go about 
doing good quietly, helping the poor and un¬ 
fortunate ? Above all will you pray for a 
deeper faith in the heavenly Father, who will 
bring out of this terrible war the blessing of 
peace in His own good time. Thus you will 
witness to your friends that you have some¬ 
thing of “The mind of Christ.” 

ALIVE UNTO GOD THROUGH JESUS CHRIST OUR 
LORD. 


RECEIPTS ON APPORTIONMENTS 

Well done, agan! The Archbishop of Rupert’s 
Land and his committee are to be congratu¬ 
lated on the success of the effort to raise the 
full amount of the apportionment allocated for 
the first three-quarters of the year. Most of 
the Dioceses have reached their objective and 
a total of $242,994.45 has been received at 
headquarters. An increase of over two thou¬ 
sand dollars over last year for the same period. 
This leaves, however, nearly ninety thousand 
dollars to be raised before the end of the year. 
It can be done. 


We must remember that, even today in Japan 
at war, fruits of Christian living are still 
being shown in the lives of a small minority 
and that the link of common faith and prayer 
still holds between faithful Christians every¬ 
where including those in Japan. Time. 
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Only books are 
reviewed in this 
column which are 
recommended by one 
of the editors and 
which cost one dol¬ 
lar or less. 

The books recom¬ 
mended will be avail¬ 
able at the Book 
Room, 604 Jarvis 
Street, Toronto. 

'. W. Dillistone, 

!. R. Feilding, 

Editors. 


FROM A JAPANESE PRISON 
By Samuel Heaslett, SCM Press Ltd., 70 cents. 


chaplain, his own servants, and many others. 
Those especially who have doubts about the 
Christian mission in Japan—whether it was 
not after all a failure—should read this book. 
The Bishop pays high tribute to the friendship 
and loyalty of the Japanese Anglicans to him¬ 
self—“a living reality under the most trying 
circumstances.” And their loyalty to their 
Saviour he describes in terms of its results— 
“even today in Japan at war fruits of Chris¬ 
tian living are still being shown” by the 
small Christian community. 

Third, the Bishop shows that Christ upholds 
His followers today as He has always done. 
Whether in the Roman arena, or the fire of 
Reformation days, or the prison or concentra¬ 
tion camp of the present, he who bears wit¬ 
ness to his Saviour through suffering is given 
power to endure. Knowing Christ, the Bishop 
learned “the power of His resurrection and the 
fellowship of His sufferings.” 


The author of this book was for forty-three 
years a missionary in Japan, during the last 
twenty of which he was Anglican Bishop of 
South Tokyo. Like most of the “English” 
bishops in the Sei Ko Kwai, Bishop Heaslett 
is an Irishman. Perhaps that has something to 
do with the manner in which his sense of 
humour keeps coming out even when re¬ 
counting his grimmest experiences. His book 
is very easy reading, but that does not mean 
that it lacks a serious message. 

The introduction is by the Archbishop of 
Canterbury. In it Dr. Temple remarks that in 
recounting his prison experiences the last 
thing that Bishop Heaslett would desire would 
be to cause greater ill-will between us and the 
Japanese people. There is no danger of such a 
development from the reading of this book, in 
the opinion of the Archbishop—or of the 
reviewer. 

“From a Japanese Prison” is worthwhile 
reading for everyone for three reasons. First, 
in temperate and restrained language the 
Bishop pictures the mind and methods of the 
present regime in Japan. He quotes one of his 
examiners as saying “Patriotism is above 
questions of right and wrong.” Therein lies 
the root of the unprincipled totalitarianism of 
Japan today. The Bishop does what many of 
the repatriates from Japan do not seem to 
do—he keeps his head, and he keeps his heart, 
and he refuses to enlarge upon the brutalities 
which he encountered or observed. His account 
of his imprisonment is none the less effective 
for that. To the reader there comes the con¬ 
viction that no truce is possible with such a 
tyranny. 

Second, the Bishop tells in glowing terms of 
the loyalty to him of his Japanese colleagues 
and the Christian community, and of the in¬ 
nate kindliness and sympathy of the “non¬ 
official” Japanese, and even of some of the 
officials. He quotes a Japanese proverb 
“Even in hell there are angels”, and tells of 
the kindnesses received at the hands of some 
of his fellow-prisoners, the Buddhist prison 


The final paragraph sums up the whole book 
in pointing out the fact that “evil, brilliantly 
organized, has captured Japan,” and that we 
must work and pray for the destruction of that 
evil regime, as much for the sake of the Jap¬ 
anese people themselves as for our own sake. 
Then, on the other hand, the Bishop points out 
the reality of the faith of the Japanese Chris¬ 
tians, and that “the link of common faith and 
common prayer to the God and Father of all 
mankind stili holds between faithful Christians 
everywhere—including those in Japan.” The 
Bishop urges all Christians to keep strong 
this bond of Christian love, so that when these 
tragic days have passed Christians everywhere 
may unite in building a world based upon that 
love. 

A good book to place in the hands of those 
who should be thinking of the call to work 
with the younger churches, in the hands of 
W. A. members, and laymen, and in the hands 
of those “who don’t believe in missions.” In 
fact, we all should read it. 

R. N. SAVARY. 


ADMIRAL CHAN CHAK JOINS 
EPISCOPALIANS 

Vice Admiral Chan Chak, who was knighted 
by King George for his assistance in the de¬ 
fence of Hong Kong against the Japanese, 
joined the ranks of prominent Chinese wor¬ 
shipping in Christian churches today. Chan 
was formerly baptized in the Episcopal Church. 

* * * 

When we read the record of the Gospels, 
what a majestic Life we see portrayed there! 
In one Character we see at once a Lamb 
submitting to the rage of the multitude and 
opening not His mouth, and the Lion of the 
Tribe of Judah prevailing over all His enemies. 
Is He tempted in the wilderness ? He prevails. 
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One Hundred Years Ago 


Nova Scotia Churches Consecrated 1843:— 
St. Peter’s, Douglas, 21 May, Rev. G. Morris; 
St. John’s, Hammond’s Plains; St. John’s, Mil- 
ton, P.E.I., June 15; St. Mary’s, Murray, June 
17; Trinity, Georgetown, June 18; Holy Trin¬ 
ity, Cherry Valley, June 19; St. John’s, Elean¬ 
or, June 22; St. James’, Port Hill, June 23; St. 
John’s, Westmoreland, the munificent bene¬ 
factress being the Dowager Countess of West¬ 
moreland (S.P.G. 1843, Journal). 

Lennoxville College Charter:—Notice of a 
bill “An Act to incorporate the Diocesan Coll¬ 
ege of the Protestant Episcopal Diocese of 
Quebec” is now before the Provincial Legisla¬ 
ture. The corporation is to consist of the 
Bishop of the Diocese and of Trustees and a 
College Council both of whom are to be named 
by the Bishop. Degrees are not to be granted 
other than honorary ones or in the Faculty 
of Divinity or Polite Arts or Literature.— 
(Montreal Courier, The Church, 3 Nov. 1843.). 

Bishop’s College, Lennoxville. Charter ob¬ 
tained Dec. 1843. (Comer stone laid Sept. 
1844. College opened September 1845.). 
Bishop of Montreal to S.P.G. 24 Jan. 1844. The 
Charter having been obtained, in exact accord¬ 
ance with my own views and the Episcopal 
control over the whole institution effectually 
secured, I have been in close communication 
with the members of the Local Committee 
upon the spot and have received from them a 
report carefully drawn up ... I shall lay the 
whole matter before the Society ... It cert¬ 
ainly does not appear that there is any hope 
of putting the institution upon a respectable 
footing unless the S.P.G. will be pleased to 
transfer to the object of supporting Professors 
the allowance now granted to students. No 
grant of money has been obtained from the 
Legislature. (S.P.G. Letters). 

Theological Education. These four students 
receiving £50 each from the S.P.G. were pre¬ 
paring for ordination at Three Rivers under 
the direction of the Rev. S. S. Wood:—Charles 
Forest (who was at Grenville 1848-59), Theo¬ 
dore Browne, Thomas Young (Rev. Thomas 
Ainslie Young, M.A., Bishop’s College, was at 
St. Martin’s and Coteau du Lac 1848-91), Mr. 
Rollit (Rev. Chas. Rollit was at Rawdon 1846- 
64). D. Stevens, a pupil of the Rev. Jos. 
Braithwaite, Chambly. F. Cotterell, receiving 
aid in study from the Rev. C. F. Haensel, Que¬ 
bec; E. G. Sutton, under the Rev. D. Pamther 
at Montreal. (Rev. Edward Geo. Sutton was 
at St. Pierre and Edwardsburg 1848-92). These 
three to be transferred to Three Rivers in due 
time, or to Lennoxville College at once, when 
that institution shall have been opened (S.P.G. 
Letters 24 Jan. 1844). 

At Fredericton, N.B. the S.P.G. maintains 7 
Divinity students (Mar. 1844). 

Toronto: Clergy Reserves. 21st September 
1843. The Bishop summoned a meeting of the 


Church Society to adopt measures to arrest 
waste of revenues from the Reserves and to 
obtain from the Government the power of 
selling and managing the Reserved lands. In¬ 
fluential gentlemen in town and representa¬ 
tives from various District and Parochial As¬ 
sociations of the Church Society throughout 
the Diocese attended. The Chief Justice dilat¬ 
ed upon the ruinous waste caused by the Gov¬ 
ernmental system adopted for the disposal of 
the lands. According to the law of 1840 the 
Reserves were to be sold by the Government 
and the proceeds of half of them divided be¬ 
tween the Churches of England and Scotland. 
It was found that the charges for management 
were excessive, amounting to one-ninth or 
even one-third. For the year 1843 the amount 
collected from sales was about £7000 and the 
charges £1700. A petition to the Queen was 
adopted praying that an Act might be passed 
authorizing the Church Society to propose a 
system for the management of these lands; 
and also to extend to other denominations en¬ 
titled to a share in the Clergy Reserve Fund 
the same advantage should they so desire. 
(Hawkins: Annals of the Diocese of Toronto). 

Huron Indian Missions. ..Rev. F. A. O’Meara 
is the Bishop of Toronto reporting as mission¬ 
ary at Mahnetooalheng 19 Dec. 1843 (Strachan 
Letters). The Indians are all anxious to have 
their children educated. There is an excellent 
school of industry for boys and girls at the 
Mohawk Village on the Grand River. Religious 
Education is carefully followed up. 

Winnipeg. Extracts from the Rev. J. 
Smithurst’s Journal (C.M.S. Letters). 

1. “June 4th, 1843—Whit Sunday: During 
the afternoon Service at the Indian Church, 
I had to receive publicly into the congregation 
all the infants baptized at their own houses 
during the winter. It very frequently hap¬ 
pens, in the extreme cold of our severe win¬ 
ters, that I have to use the Office of Private 
Baptism; as it would be incurring a great risk 
to bring out newly-born infants when the ther¬ 
mometer is 30° or 40° below Zero. I never 
allow this to be done; but in cold weather, 
always go to the house, on the understanding 
that each one so baptized shall be brought to 
the Church on Whit-Sunday, to be publicly re¬ 
ceived into the Congregation.” 

2. “December 23rd, 1843. I have been occu¬ 
pied a good part of the day in reading over an 
Indian Translation of the Communion Service, 
that I may read it more fluently next Lord’s 
Day.” 

“There was a Mission Farm. In May 1843 
with the help of only four Indian boys, Mr. 
Smithurst ploughed up land and in just over 
five days sowed 36 bushels of wheat-seed. At 
the previous harvest he had reported thus 
“We have succeeded in stacking all our main 
crop of wheat. Thank God! we have enough, 
it is good and secure; so that we can look to 
winter without fear of starving.” 
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Christianity—The World’s Hope 

By Lord Somers, Chief Scout for the British Empire 


Home Influence 

The tragedy of war has come upon the 
world because man has made a god of mater¬ 
ial things. There can be no hope for the 
world until man gets back to a way of life 
based on the teachings of Christ. 

What happens after the war must be the 
concern of all. If we want a happy new world 
then surely we must have a sound foundation 
to build upon. That is where we parents 
come in. I believe very firmly that it is in 
the home that the foundations of religion 
must be laid. 

I was lucky enough to be brought up in a 
Christian home, so write this article from the 
point of view of my own faith. 

From early childhood I was brought into 
touch with Christian principles and took part 
in. corporate worship. As far back as I can 
remember I thought it the natural thing to 
start the day with prayers in which all the 
household joined, to hear the Bible read and 
later to read it myself. 

The precepts of Christ were taught me both 
at home and at school, and I accepted them 
as a code of life which I ought to try to fol¬ 
low. 

If we teach our children the simple truths 
of religion and put the ideals of Christianity 
into practice in our daily lives we shall be 
helping them to great happiness for them¬ 
selves and for their fellows. 

Corporate Worship 

I have always believed in corporate wor¬ 
ship. As a boy I liked attending the school 
chapel, principally, I confess, because of the 
singing, which I enjoyed, and not for the ser¬ 
mon. 

As a man I still enjoy the singing, and 
there are sermons which have helped me, but 
it is the presence in God’s house with others 
of my fellows and the sense of being in close 
communion with God that is my reason for 
going to church. 

I would not go so far as to say that a man 
is not a Christian because he does not go to 
church—but I do say that we can derive from 
corporate worship spiritual food to help us 
along the trail, just as I believe that personal 
prayer is an immense help. 

Who Is To Blame? 

The Church has been blamed for the irre¬ 
ligious attitude of our times. That we have 
turned from spiritual things to seek material 
ones is no fault of the Church, any more than 
it could be said to be the fault of the Bible. 
We have been given freedom of choice and it 
is a weak excuse which tries to place the 
blame on God’s ministers. 

The only blame that can be laid upon any 
organization, and this must be shared by par¬ 


ents whose apathy has allowed it to come 
about, is the widespread lack of religious 
teaching in the schools. 

The principles of Christianity are so simple 
that they can be imparted to the youngest 
child by precept and example, yet thousands 
of men and women did not receive any re¬ 
ligious instruction either from their parents or 
their school teachers. And thousands more 
are growing up in like ignorance. 

Early Years 

It is the early years of life which are so 
important. That cannot be stressed with too 
much emphasis. It is then that a child should 
learn naturally to accept the duty it owes to 
God and its fellows. 

I believe we must ensure that all our child¬ 
ren build their lives on a religious foundation. 
I know that I owe a deep debt of gratitude 
to those who taught me Christian principles 
when I was a child. 

I do not think it is possible in our lifetime 
and in this era of our civilization to attain 
the Christ ideal as He expounded it in His 
Sermon on the Mount and throughout His 
life. But that is the aim which I try to keep 
in mind. 

In the Scout Promise and the Scout Law 
is to be found, I think, the simplest kind of 
guide to a life which is acceptable to all re¬ 
ligions. I know it has helped me as an addi¬ 
tional standard against which to measure my 
thoughts and actions and I believe it would 
help others. 

The Good Turn 

The example of the “Daily Good Turn” 
given to us by our great Chief, Baden-Powell, 
showed how we can make Christianity part 
of our daily lives and of our very character. 
A Scout—or a man—starting off with the 
idea of doing a good turn every day may 
begin by feeling very self-conscious. 

But as he looks round for opportunities of 
helping others he soon becomes aware how 
many such opportunities there are. 

Gradually this readiness to help others be¬ 
comes a habit almost unconscious, a part of 
living. 

It is only by a return to the Christian prin¬ 
ciples as taught us by the New Testament 
that we can with any certainty secure for our 
young people a better and happier world. 

Young people will have to build that world 
for themselves. They can do it if only we 
will give them a lead. Because the Scout 
Movement is making a valuable contribution 
towards this happier state of man I am grate¬ 
ful to the Founder of Scouting, B.-P., for the 
opportunity he gave me to follow him as 
leader of the Scouts of the Empire. 

From September, 1943, issue of the 
magazine, The Scouter 
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Home Horizons 

By Charity Mauger 


The bittersweet 
which we carefully 
preserve for colour 
among the Christ¬ 
mas wreaths and 
greening is now 
looking its best 
among the green 
leaves on the vines. 

The rowan berries 
are also hanging in 
tempting bright clusters, suitable for decora¬ 
tion, or a tangy jelly for meat or game. The 
scarlet of the maple still “shakes me like a 
cry of the bugles”, and mixed with the splashes 
are the almost summer green, together with 
the yellowing elms and the peculiar bronze of 
the ash which is so outstanding this year. 

All this rare beauty which is a Canadian 
autumn is set against a sky of clear blue and 
air which is not like ordinary air. I remember 
being told once by an enthusiastic citizen of 
Montana that photography in the air of that 
state was particularly successful, so why not 
lay claim to special significance for this Can¬ 
adian autumn filtered sweetness. 

It is in this setting that “merry Christmas” 
must be said. Lovely as this scene would be 
with the addition of sparkling snow, there is 
still a touch of incongruity to the greeting 
while the sun strikes hot and the breeze is 
balmy. There is also so much uncertainty 
about the immediate future that with the 
thought of Christmas is mixed many varying 
emotions and a nostalgic yearning for the 
carefree holiday spirit of the past. But that 
yearning will undoubtedly bring a sane re¬ 
action to the majority of thinking persons of 
the present day and crisis. For we must know 
that until the world is free, and until a new 
order of fair play and equality of opportunity 
is open for all, there should be few who can 
feel carefree. On the other hand 
Christmas is the symbol of the 
only true basis upon which a 
secure future can stand. So let us 
mark it as it should be observed, 
and say truthfully, and with hope 
and faith “Merry Christmas”. 

* -He * 

COULD WE MEASURE UP? 

The news that the age limit of 
women being called into national 
service in Britain has been ex¬ 
tended to fifty gives cause for 
considerable thought. We know 
without a second thought that the 
women concerned will rejoice at 
their inclusion in the great need, 


but when we think 
of the extra bur¬ 
den laid upon the 
housewives of ra¬ 
tioned and reduced 
homes we wonder 
with a sickening 
sense of sympathy, 
how long such a 
state of affairs can 
go on. Many older 
women must have been indispensible in assist¬ 
ing in homes where the wife and mother was 
in war work; even to do the shopping in such 
instances would help tremendously. Now these 
older women, as well as the younger ones, 
must go home to do the cooking, cleaning, and 
all the rest of the domestic round, as well as 
shop as best they can, after the day’s work is 
over. And wartime shopping is a task in it¬ 
self, what with shortages, queues and all the 
rest of it. 

Our hardships have been nothing compared 
to those of British women. But it is possible 
to imagine, at least in part, the situation which 
must exist under present circumstances. And 
it does not seem possible to continue such a 
dislocated and wearying domestic life, super¬ 
imposed upon a man-sized day outside the 
home, indefinitely without weariness too great 
to be endured. That brings the ugly thoughts 
of lowered resistance and consequent lowered 
morale, and, if the end of the struggle con¬ 
tinues to evade us, even the acceptance of the 
thought of stalemate. It is a time for serious 
thinking. 

We Canadian women may not be able to help 
directly, much as many of us would like to 
take over some of those neglected household 
tasks that must be faced every night. But we 
have the indirect opportunity of standing be¬ 
hind the sorely pressed women of Britain, by 
watching our own morale, and by bearing wit¬ 
ness before any doubters or in¬ 
different talkers. A recent ar¬ 
ticle explained that History in the 
minds of some is made up by 
facts and happenings, and to 
others it is the acts of individ¬ 
uals, accumulated. The latter 
theory seems the one to choose 
as a spur and inspiration in stir¬ 
ring days like these and leaves 
the very least of us without an 
excuse for neglecting the duty 
that lies somewhere. 

* * * 

SPINSTERS—A WORLD ASSET 

A statistical table the other 
day contained the information 
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that for every spinster who had 
shunned matrimony and mater¬ 
nity an extra baby must be born 
to the married members of the 
family to replace her. Well, even 
at tnat price, it has often and 
often been worth it. How many 
sons and daughters have been 
able to escape family responsi¬ 
bility to establish homes of their 
own only because the daughter of 
a spinsterish nature takes on the 
family burden, and carries it 
often to premature disability. The 
percentage of women in the busi¬ 
ness world today who are free to 
spend what they make on them¬ 
selves, or to invest it for old age 
would be found surprisingly 
small. 

* * * 

INSTANT MINCEMEAT 

Now that vegetables loom more largely on 
most menus it is perhaps worth while to re¬ 
mind some cooks that one large saucepan will 
accommodate three or even more vegetables 
for a communal cooking. Put in the bottom the 
hardest which will require the longest cooking, 
and sometimes this layer can have a prelimi¬ 
nary period of slow boiling before the next is 
added. The top layer will get a steaming so 
suitable for vegetable marrow, or squash if 
the latter is put in in good season. 

Here is a very good mincemeat which can 
be made up over night, although it will keep 
if necessary. It is: 

1 lb. each sultana and seeded raisins (or 2 
lbs. of what you can get) 

1 lb. apples chopped 

1 lb. brown sugar 
V 2 lb. butter 

Vz lb. mixed peel 

2 nutmegs 

2 lemons, juice and rind. 

Put all through mincer except raisins. 

* * * 

AGE NO BARRIER TO LIVELY LIVING 

Evidently mothers and mothers-in-law, who 
no longer have ties, and single, unattached 
spinsters have long since thrown off the 
tradition that age should find them shorn of 
independent power to think, or move, or have 
a separate being from the expected acceptance 
of a room and board with the nearest kin who 
kindly, or merely from a sense of duty, offers 
the same. Marriage or widowhood, or the 
passing of a certain birthday, no longer mark 
restricting periods in a woman’s life. She can 
go on as long and far as her income and her 
arteries permit, and the family, in many in¬ 
stances, will be secretly thankful. Even the 
lonely women on old age pension in the less- 
privileged walks of life have achieved a new 
status in the eyes of their own and inlaw des¬ 
cendants, and usually hand over at least three- 
quarters of their monthly income as the price 
of that status. 

In view of all this a new problem in housing 
exists. More small houses or bachelor-type 


apartments, either in blocks built 
for the purpose, or converted 
from houses now too large for 
present day families, are needed 
for these single women who can 
afford to retain and see the wis¬ 
dom of retaining, their independ¬ 
ent existence; or whose relatives, 
in the case of a dependent, recog¬ 
nize the advantages for both sides 
to be well worth the extra ex¬ 
pense, and who therefore bestow 
the necessary allowance in the 
right spirit. Business daughters 
are much more dear to mothers 
who can have them come in for 
little visits, than they are to 
mothers who feel neglected be¬ 
cause the daughter hurries off in 
the morning leaving an empty, lonely house 
for the whole day. The urban-minded would 
prefer to live in the city, no doubt, but in the 
villages there are similar problems which tiny 
cottages would solve. Some of the menfolk 
might have to do a bit of extra snow shovel¬ 
ling, or carry in some wood and coal, but there 
would be a satisfaction in the service and most 
satisfactory relations would exist on both sides. 
* * * 

WHAT WILL OUR SOLDIERS WANT? 

We hear a great deal about the world the 
men returning from the wars want and expect 
to find. What in definite, concrete terms do 
they want? 

A series of articles in the Saturday Evening 
Post some time ago were each written by a 
young man in the armed forces in answer to 
the question, “What are you fighting for?” 
Surprisingly, and yet at the same time 
characteristically, as the result of their system 
of education, each of those four young men 
said he was fighting to keep his country, and 
his town and his liberties exactly the same as 
they had been before he had to leave them. 
Not so many of our lads, we are convinced, 
would echo such an objective, but at the same 
time their expectations may be exceedingly 
modest. 

Recently a soldier and his girl were spending 
a day in a village cottage. He was rather a 
belligerent type, due, it was explained pri¬ 
vately, to his inability to make full use of his 
exceptional mechanical flair as he felt he 
could. But he seemed to respond to a roomful 
of books quickly and easily, and proved a 
pleasant companion. Later he told his fiancee 
that a similar type of home would suit him, 
and when she had learned to cook and spin, as 
had their hostess, she would be a very useful 
citizen. It seemed rather reassuring. 

* * * 

REFASHION THE USELESS 

Now is the time to clear out all the old 
trunks and boxes that have held an accumula¬ 
tion of odds and ends for years. Much that 
could never be used before can now surely be 
made over or added to something else, and 
made into a garment, or article for some 
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need. Some afternoon collect a few of your 
friends who wield stout scissors and needles 
and challenge them with some of your loot. 
Think of the need of the occupied countries 
after their release, and of the gesture of 
friendliness which homely little offerings will 
mean. 


ADMISSION TO COMMUNION 

We have a rubric in the Prayer Book which 
states that none shall be admitted to Com¬ 
munion until they are confirmed by the 
Bishop, or ready and desirous of being con¬ 
firmed. 

This is a rule of the Prayer Book, and yet I 
have permitted it to be relaxed in cases like 
the Baie Comeau congregation where there is 
no other church but ours. There are many 
other places too, in the Province where good 
Presbyterians or Baptists or United Church¬ 
men could not have Communion at all except 
at our altar, and it does not seem right to de¬ 
bar them for lack of confirmation. 

All our own people must be confirmed, that 
is our rule; there is no question about that. 
We follow the ancient custom of the apostles. 
We administer the New Testament order as it 
has come down to us. We are proud of it. But 
in my opinion, when communicant members 
of other churches come to us for occasional 
communion, we ought not to refuse them. 

And I want to make this point clear. No 
clergyman should refuse anyone who actually 
presents himself at the altar rail in good faith. 
If there is something irregular, he can take 
it up afterwards, and if necessary, refer it to 
the Bishop. But let the Holy Communion be 
given to everyone who presents himself at the 
altar rail in good faith. 

Occasional communion by those who are not 
confirmed is not going to do us any harm 
that I can see. 

Myself I would like to see our Church 
adopt a definite policy by which anyone who 
was baptised and was willing to join with us 
in the Creed, could receive Communion with us 
from time to time especially perhaps at 
Christmas and Easter and Whitsuntide. 

—(From the Charge of the Bishop of 
Quebec to Synod). 


PRAYERS IN A JAPANESE PRISON 

The Bishop of South Tokyo, Rt. Rev. Dr. 
Heaslett, was put into a prison after Pearl 
Harbour and remained there four months, 
during which time he said Morning and Eve¬ 
ning Prayer daily in silence but not alone. 
Forbidden to talk, he tapped signals on the 
wall of his cell to announce the opening and 
closing of the services to his fellow prisoners. 
On Sundays and Saints’ Days he used the 
office of Holy Communion, although he only 
had Bread and Water. Although a Roman 
Catholic priest (to whom he afterward related 


his experiences) was inclined to think that the 
service was invalid, yet he added, “God does 
sometimes work miracles”. The Bishop was 
suddenly released four months later because of 
his long service of 41 years in Japan. He has 
just told the story of those four months in 
“From a Japanese Prison” (published by 
Morehouse, Gorham, New York). To his read¬ 
ers the Bishop makes these suggestions (1) 
We must not shut our eyes to the fact that 
evil, brilliantly organised, has captured Japan. 
(2) We must work and pray for the speedy 
destruction of the present evil system. 


READS THE BIBLE DAILY 

The Assistant Chaplain-General, South- 
Eastern Command, the Rev. A. T. R. Naylor, 
at a Remembrance Day parade on Sunday told 
a revealing story indicating the strong char¬ 
acter of the man at the head of the Eighth 
Army. 

Before going to Egypt General Montgomery 
called his staff officers together at head¬ 
quarters. His final words to them included the 
sound advice: “Gentlemen, I read my Bible 
every day and I recommend you to do the 
same.” 

In this connection I would recall the fact 
that this General who today is so much in the 
headlines of the world’s Press, is a son of the 
late Bishop Montgomery, of Tasmania, who was 
called home to become Secretary of S.P.G. in 
which capacity he displayed the same vision, 
energy, and thoroughness, that is so marked 
a feature of his soldier son. 


DREAM NOT IN A WORLD AT WAR 

You bid me sing of love and spring, 

And all the joyous things that bring 
To us memories, dear and true— 

Of happy days I spent with you. 

You wish to dream of sun on gorse, 

And moments, when you held your horse 
To scan the landscape, far and wide, 

And felt the peace on every side. 

You would recall those carefree days, 
When, with laughter, we went our ways. 
And believed that all life’s bliss, 

Was captured in our first kiss. 

The world to-day is deep in war, 

And men fight as never before, 

How then dare we sit and dream, 

And fail to join that human stream? 

And should we die—we yet shall know, 

The coming Peace will stronger prow, 

And those who are left—-they must see, 
That Life for all is fair and free. 

E. M. WOOSTER. 
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SOME NEW BOOKS 


-o- 


A DIRECTORY OF THE RELIGIOUS LIFE. 

Issued by the Advisory Council on Religious 
Communities. The Bishop of Oxtord, 
Chairman - $1.50 

THE RELIGION OF THE PRAYER BOOK 
by Walden Pell and P. M. Dawley with an 
appendix with aids for study groups. 
Paper .....—. -$1.75 

CHRISTIANITY IN ENGLAND. C. A. 
Alington. A historical sketch —--$1.25 

THY HOUSEHOLD THE CHURCH. Preface 
by Canon Demant. Proposals for. govern¬ 
ment and Order in the Church by a group 
of clergy. Paper boards, 120 pages .$1.10 

GIVE HEED UNTO READING. A book of 
organic theology for the clergy by E. R. 
Lewis, 133 pages----$2.25 

GUIDING INTERMEDIATES, by Clarice 
Bowman. Fellowship, Learning, Worship, 

Etc___...__ .75 

THE UNITY OF THE NEW TESTAMENT 
by Archibald M. Hunter, 111 pages -$1.65 

THE CHURCH AND PSYCHOLOGY by Karl 
Ruf Stolz. How is the Church related to 
the total health of the individual? 312 
pages - $3.00 

FOUR FREEDOMS AND GOD by Edwin Mc¬ 
Neill Poteat, 155 pages _$2.00 

DARWELL STONE—Life, Letters, Papers, 
by F. L. Cross, 467 pages _$8.50 

THY CHILDREN SHALL BE TAUGHT. 

Marjory B. Wright. Letters to a young 
mother in troubled times, 64 pages, paper™ .60 

CHRISTIAN BEHAVIOUR by C. S. Lewis, 


63 pages -$1.00 

TOWARDS BELIEF IN GOD by H. H. 
Farmer, 252 pages _$2.75 

THE NATURE AND DESTINY OF MAN by 
Reinhold Niebuhr, 2 vols. Each _ -...$3.25 


A CHILD’S STORY OF THE NATIVITY by 
Louise Raymond, beautifully illustrated by 
Maslia, reproduced in gold and soft colours, 

9*4" x 12", full coloured jacket, an excel¬ 
lent gift for a young child _$2.00 

THE CHURCH BOOK ROOM 

604 Jarvis St. 9 Trinity Hall 

Toronto Winnipeg 


Well Informed Churchmen 

read the 

“CANADIAN CHURCHMAN” 

It i* a weekly newspaper containing up 
to the minute news of the whole Church. 
Rates: 1 year, $2.00; 2 years, $3.75; 3 years, $5.0t 
6 months, $1.25 

CANADIAN CHURCHMAN LIMITED 
416 Continental Life Building 
or G.B.R.E., 604 Jarvis St., Toronto 


SOME RECENT BOOKS 

CHILDREN’S GAMES FROM MANY 
LANDS—Compiled by Nina Millen, 
well known writer of children’s books 
and entertainment material. Contains 
262 games from 55 countries. Very 
acceptable gift for a child, parent or 


leader -$1.25 

BELIEFS—By Stephen Neill, Bishop of 
Tinnevelly. Addresses on the last six 
clauses of the Creed, from a back¬ 
ground of India. Very good- .65 Net 

THE CHIANGS OF CHINA—By Elmer 
Clark. Story of the Generalissimo and 
Madame Chiang and of the families 
from wnich they came. Illustrated_ 1.10 Net 


CHIANG KAI-SHEK AND THE UNITY 
OF CHINA — By Joyce Reason. An¬ 
other good picture of the Generalissimo 
and of his success in welding the op¬ 
posing factors in China into one united 

front - .60 

PHILOSOPHY OF THE CHRISTIAN 
WORLD MISSION—By E. D. Soper. 

There has been a widespread demand 
for this book, of which a new supply 
has just been received. Discusses very 
convincingly some of the questions that 
are in people’s minds today in regard 
to the mission of the Church in a 
changing world. _,_ 2.50 Net 

LITERATURE DEPARTMENT 
M.S.C.C. 

Church House, 604 Jarvis St., Toronto 5, Ont. 


The 

Dominion Bank 

Established, 1871 

Capital Paid-Up . . $7,000,000 
Reserve Fund . . . $7,000,000 

Branches, Agents and Correspond¬ 
ents throughout Canada and in all 
parts of the world. 

SAVINGS DEPARTMENT at all 
Branches. Your patronage is 
solicited. 

SAFETY DEPOSIT BOXES for 
rent at $3.00 per year—less than lc 
per day. 

Rent a box now and be relieved of 
anxiety. 

ROBERT RAE, 

General Manager. 


Printed by The Charters Publishing Co. Ltd., Brampton, Ontario. 
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generous arrangement made for the use of his mill 
and planer. The whole operation in obtaining this 
lumber for our church building at this time is 
indeed very gratifying, and will save our congrega¬ 
tion a great deal of expense. 

It has .been proposed that a Baptismal Font be 
placed in the church in memory of Anna Welsh. 
Offerings to cover the cost should be given to Mrs. 
X. Wotherspoon. 

A Church Recreation Club is being formed after 
church service on Sunday, November 21st, for 
all people over seventeen years of age, whether 
members of the church or not. It is hoped that all 
who can will get in and give hearty support to this 
much-needed group, who hope to supply for our 
district a good variety of healthy and edifying 
recreation. Their objects are: Work, Worship. 
Fellowship, and Edification, and it is hoped that an 
orchestra may be formed, also a choir, groups for 
various sports, debates, concerts, etc. No doubt 
it will be possible to obtain speakers from the 
outside to talk to us on interesting subjects. It is 
proposed to build a hall on our recreation grounds, 
which will be suitable for use by all our organiza¬ 
tions. 

Let us follow the lead given by Archbishop 
Sherman’s recent address and pray and work to— 
‘ ‘ Advance . . strong in the strength which God 
supplies,” the Cause of His Church in this district. 

Holy Baptisms: August 17th—Luella Irene 
Gantz, Donald Kenneth Gantz, Marvin Bennett 
Gantz, Eileen June Gantz, Larry Harold Gantz; 
Viola Anne Rollison, Ray Roger Rollison, and 
James Edward Rollison. 

Burial: Anna Elizabeth Welsh, R.I.P. “She is 
not dead but sleepeth.” 


&ural Beantrp of $embtna 

ST. JOHN’S, ONOWAY 

The Rev. F. A. Peake, Vicar; J. W. Turnbull, 
Lay Reader. 

Congregations at St. John’s have been slightly 
increased during the past month, and it is to be 
hoped that the improvement will continue. It 
would be good, however, to see more men present. 

An extension has been built on to the vicarage 
garage, and the building is to be insulated and to 
have a heater installed, thus obviating the necessity 
and the expense of storing “Christopher” in a 
public garage during the winter months. 

There is a good deal of room for improvement in 
our church music. However, the W.A. have placed 
an order for an adequate supply of new hymn books 
and we are gathering together little groups to 
practise from time to time. Our great effort will 
be the Carol Service on Boxing Day, when we hope 
that Mr. Baker will be coming from Mayerthorpe 
to breach. We are greatly in need of two or three 
copies of the Old Cathedral Psalter. Will anyone 
who can help please get in touch with the vicar. 

No religious instruction is being given by the 
vicar in the day 'schools this year. This is a 
matter of regret but also of necessity. The custom 
will be resumed as soon as possible. 

The vicar was able to attend a chicken supper at 
Glenford school recently and enjoyed meeting 
many members of the community. He was also 
asked to dedicate a new Honour Roll containing 


the names of those who had gone to serve in the 
war from that district. 

The country services have been very well attended 
during the past month. 

Holy Baptism: Phyllis Ertman, in the parish 
church, November 14tli. 


THE WABAMUN MISSION 

We were all very pleased to have the Reverend 
Colin Cuttell with us for the greater part of the 
month of October. He took several services and 
spent some time visiting old friends. We under¬ 
stand that he is now assisting Fr. Smye at Calgary 
Cathedral, prior to being called up for a Chaplaincy. 

Fr. Peake, the vicar of Onoway, has been ap¬ 
pointed priest in charge of the Mission for the time 
being. This will necessarily limit the number of 
services on Sundays but it may be possible to 
supplement these by occasional weekday visits. 
Services have been held and visits made in the 
Iiexboro and Seba districts. 


EDSON AND ST. PAUL’S MISSION 

The Rev. W. deV. Angus Hunt 

The W.A. held their winter sale of sewing and 
home cooking on November 6th. The afternoon 
was remarkably successful, especially considering 
the times. A quantity of beautiful work was on 
hand, and we are especially grateful to those who 
contributed to the home cooking stall, as this en¬ 
tails a little more sacrifice and care than it used 
to in pre-war days. We are grateful both for 
contributions and patronage. 

It is a splendid thing to have a boys’ club running 
again, under the direction of our Rector, as this is 
a department which has been neglected for some 
tme. 

The Service of Remembrance on the evening of 
the 14th of November could have been better 
attended, the Legion having been invited. There 
were a number both of veterans and servicemen 
present. While we are in the midst of a more far- 
reaching war than the last one, we should not 
forget Remembrance Day. 


PEMBINA DEANERY 

On Tuesday, November 23rd, the members of the 
Pembina Deanery Chapter met at Onoway for a 
brief retreat. Evensong was sung by the Rev. 
F. A. Peake, the Vicar of Onoway, and an address 
given to the Chapter members and a general con¬ 
gregation by the Rural Dean. On W ednesday the 
Holy Communion was celebrated at 8 a.m. by the 
Rural Dean, and during the morning the meditations 
and prayer were based on the thought of ‘ ‘ The Roll 
of a Prophet.” The afternoon meditations were 
based on the Bishop’s charge in “The Ordering of 
Priests”; and on the missionary aspect of the 
Church’s work based on the Book of Jonah. Dur¬ 
ing breakfast and dinner and in the evening the 
first section of Evelyn Underhill’s “The School of 
Charity” was read. 

Hospitality was generously provided by the 
Vicar, assisted by his housekeeper and members of 
the congregation. 

The following attended the Retreat: Rural Dean 
Hunt, conductor of Retreat; Rev. F. A. Peake, 
Vicar of Onoway; Rev. F. Baker, Vicar of Mayer¬ 
thorpe; Miss A. Ayling and Miss G. Calvert, Dray¬ 
ton Valley; Miss L. Camp, Seba Beach; Miss 
Grundy, Ashmont. 
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ST. MARY’S, JASPER 

The Rev. T. C. Boon 

The parish social, on- October 25th, was made 
the occasion of welcoming the new school principal, 
Mr. W. Blake Rutledge, and Mrs. Rutledge, and 
introducing them, as well as other members of the 
school staff to the congregation. Members of the 
Jasper School Board were also present and the 
Chairman, Mr. P. Winch, expressed appreciation ol 
the occasion as one tending to promote a better 
understanding between parents and teachers. The 
musical programme was provided by Miss Jacque¬ 
line Driver, Mr. J. B. Snape, and Major Kitson, 
with Mrs. Heckley at the piano. Mr. Cleveland 
showed some charming pictures of the district. 
Refreshments were served by the members of the 
W.A. 

The Annual Rally of the Little Helpers was held 
on the afternoon ot October 29th. After a short 
service, conducted by the Vicar, at which the Mite 
Boxes were received, the children were entertained 
to games and a tea party, a feature of which was the 
birthday cake, the candles of which were blown out 
by the retiring six-year-olds. Mrs. Edenborough, 
the Little Helpers’ Secretary, is to be congratulated 
on a very charming and successful afternoon. 

The J.B.W.A. is growing steadily and has now 
reached sixteen members; the girls have been busy 
making their arm-bands. 

The organization of the G.A. has been delayed for 
various reasons, but hope to get underway shortly 
under the direction of Mrs. Lewis. She is very 
anxious to contact any ’teen-age girls. 

The W.A. has met at the homes of Mrs. Skett, 
Mrs. Brodie, and Mrs. Jackson, and has been 
working hard for its bazaar, which is to be held 
on December 1st. 

The Wolf Cub Pack has reached its maximum 
membership of thirty-six under the enthusiastic 
leadership of Joe Bryand, Barrie Falconer and 
Walter Brodie. The boys are hard at work pre¬ 
paring for the Tenderfoot Badge, and the Cub 
Committee, which is equally enthusiastic, is trying 
to get the Pack outfitted with caps and scarves. 

The Men’s Club met on October 27th and heard 
a paper on “The Spirit of England,” read by Mr. 
Heckley, who also provided tea afterwards. Part 
of the evening was spent in carpet bowls. On 
November 14th the president of the Jasper Branch 
of the Canadian Legion was to have spoken upon 
“The Problem of the Returning Soldier;” but, 
unfortunately, had to break his engagement at the 
last moment. However, those present had a lively 
discussion on “Trends in Modern Education,” and 
we hope to take up the scheduled subject at a 
later date. 

The Canadian Legion Service on Remembrance 
Day was largely attended, a detachment of the 
R.C.E. (Pioneer Company) being present as well as 
the veterans. As usual, the chair was augmented 
by members of the United Church choir. The 
service was conducted and the address given by 
the Vicar, who was assisted by the Rev. N. D. Mc- 
Innes. The Roll of Honour was recited by Superin¬ 
tendent Woods, and Mr. Snape was at the organ. 

On the 1st of November representatives of our 
Sunday School attended a conference of Junior and 
’Teen-age work, conducted by Miss Jean Bainton, 
the Girls’ Work Secretary for Alberta, which was. 
most helpful and interesting. Perhaps the most 
important conclusions which resulted from the dis¬ 
cussions were: first, the great necessity of parents 


giving better training to their children, even if 
parents had to be encouraged in this responsibility; 
and, secondly, that Bible Teaching in the Sunday 
School only got about a quarter of the time which 
would be given to any Day School subject, and 
that this condition must be remedied without delay. 

The choir commenced work on Christmas music 
on the 19th November, under the direction of Mr. 
Snape, and a Carol Service will be held on Sunday 
evening, December 19th, at which some particularly 
beautiful carols will be heard. 

Commencing on the first Sunday in November we 
have had a shortened form of Evensong and Bible 
Stud}- in place of the usual sermon. In the morn¬ 
ings the Vicar has been preaching on the topics 
suggested by the World Council of Churches. 

We were all sorry to learn that Art Horsefall was 
listed as “missing” on the 15th November, and the 
anxiety of his parents is fully shared by us all. 

On Sunday morning, October 24th, Edith Iona- 
infant daughter of Mr. and Mrs. W. Blake Rut¬ 
ledge, was baptized; the Sunday School children 
came over to the church in a body and took part 
in the service. 


Ctje fcural JBeanerp of 
Vermilion 

ST. SAVIOUR’S, VERMILION 

The Ven. W. Levebsedge 

The Little Helpers and mothers held their annual 
party at the home of the parochial secretary, Mrs. 
Lambert, on Wednesday afternoon, November 17th. 
The regular order of service was followed, consisting 
of prayers, singing of hymns and presenting of the 
contents of the Little Helpers’ Mite boxes. 

Mrs. Lambert read a letter from Mrs. Fish- 
bourne, Diocesan Secretary, directed to the children. 
Games were played and lunch served, the kiddies 
having a very happy time. There are seventeen 
members enrolled in the Vermilion Little Helpers’ 
Group—Stewart and Donna Cooper, Alice Simon- 
sen, Tommy and Billie English, Danny Leversedge, 
Karen Barwick, Benda Bell, Elliott Urquhart, 
Sandra Park, Jimmie English, Bertrand Risdale, 
Robert and Diane Taylor, Penny Butler, Florence 
and Margaret Ridington. Unfortunately, owing to 
sickness, not all the members were present at the 
party. 

The proceeds of the Mite Boxes was $17.00. 
Well done, Little Helpers! 

Woman’s Auxiliary 

The observance of St. Andrew’s Day began at 
St. Saviour’s with a celebration of the Holy Com¬ 
munion at 10 a.m., in the parish church, with 
special intercessions for the missionary work of the 
Church. 

A second service was held in the afternoon at 
3.45 p.m. The order of service on this occasion 
was taken from the “Living Message,” and the 
service was under the direction of Miss G. Bury. 
The hymn, “The Love of Christ Constraineth”, 
was followed by a part of the special Litany for 
Missions; a second hymn, “From Greenlands Icy 
Mountains”; the Litany was then continued. The 
service concluded with the beautiful hymn— 
“Breathe On Me Breath of God,” and our own 
special prayer, which we call “The Canon’s Prayer:” 
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“Our Father in heaven, we pray Thee to send 
into our hearts, and into the hearts of all men, 
everywhere, the Spirit of our Lord Jesus Christ.”— 
(John Oxenham.) 


CHRIST CHURCH, MANVILLE 

The Rev. S. J. Bell 

During the past month or so the congregations 
of the parish have seen a little qiore of one another 
than is usual. The choir from Mannville visited 
Wilberforce on the 14th and Innisfree on the 15th 
for Remembrance Day services. Representatives of 
Wilberforce and Innisfree W.A. branches visited 
Mannville on the evening of the 30th (St. Andrew’s 
Day) and attended the service, conducted by Mrs. 
D. J. Burch, President, other members also partici¬ 
pating. Mrs. J. Reeves, former missionary to 
Palestine, gave a talk on customs in that country. 

At the recent W.A. tea and sale in town, Chailey 
Ladies’ Club had needle work and home cooking; a 
number of their members were present. 

The members of the Girls’ Auxiliary have just 
completed the packing of a bale for Frog Lake 
Indian Mission. 

The vicarage now has new marboleum floor 
covering in dining andliving rooms, thanks to the 
ladies of Mannville, Innisfree, Chailey, Stellarville 
and Wilberforce. This is a great improvement and 
very much appreciated. 

Wedding: Christ Church, November 17th— 
Lucille Ellen Swain and Carman Hughes. 

This was a choral service. Lucille was a former 
member of the choir. A reception was held at the 
home of the bride, and among those present were 
Mrs. H. Arnold, organist, and the choir members. 

Baptisms: St. Mary’s, Vegreville, Sunday, 

November 19th—Barbara Jean Turner, Patricia 
Bernice Poole, Richard Allen Poole. Christ Church, 
Mannville, November 26th—Lynn Jeanette Croft, 
John Alexander Croft, James Robert Croft, David 
Dudley Croft, Gary Ward Croft, Glen Hamilton 
Croft. 


fcural ©eanerp of 
&amtorigf)t 

WAINWRIGHT MISSION 

The Rev. L. A. Bralant 
This Mission was honoured with a visit from 
Archdeacon Tackaberry at the beginning of Novem¬ 
ber. The chief purpose of this was to make a 
canvass of the country points. We hope that 
through the interest stirred up, the Church’s work 
in Irma and Battle Heights districts will grow and 
flourish. In these difficult days as at all times, the 
Church relies upon the active support of every 
member in prayer, attendance at organized worship 
and in gifts for its maintenance. 

The various branches of the W.A. throughout 
the area are planning to observe the Day of Inter¬ 
cession on St. Andrew’s Day, at their allotted 
times. We sympathize with Battle Heights’ friends 
in the difficulty of finding transportation. This has 
somewhat held up the work in this area. However, 
now that the rector has a better car he has been 
able to visit more people in this district. Church 
services in the homes of our people would seem to be 
the best solution of the problem, under the circum¬ 
stances. 


As Christmas—the fifth wartime Christmas— 
approaches, the minds of the Christian family 
throughout the world will again be centred upon 
the great fact of the Incarnation. For many, the 
Christmas story is no more than a beautiful legend, 
whilst for others it is yet another occasion for an 
inordinate consumption of food. The real meaning 
of Christmas can only come to us when the' spirit 
of the Christ enters into our own souls and fills 
them with that love and radiance that He first 
brought to the little group in the stable of 
Bethlehem. Every comunion service gives us the 
opportunity of receiving this Spirit, as He comes to 
“dwell with us, and we in Him.” Opportunity of 
receiving communion will be given throught the 
whole area this Christmas-time. 

United in Holy Matrimony at St. Thomas’ 
Church, Wainwright, Nov. 2nd—Arnold Frederick 
Hare (R.C.A.M.C.) and Eileen Doreen Graham. 

The burial service for the late Mr. Comely of 
Jarrow was conducted by the rector at St. Mary’s 
Church, Irma, on November 27th. 


ST. MARY’S, EDGERTON, WITH 
ST. PATRICK’S, HEATH 

The REy. A. A. Court 

Although the parish failed to report last month 
it is no indication of inactivity—except on the part 
of the scribe—as all organizations are functioning 
very well. The Harvest Festival was held on the 
24th October with a fair congregation in spite of 
the inciemency of the weather. The members of 
the W.A. had done their usual excellent job of 
decorating the church with an abudance of gifts 
from the harvest. 

Three new members have been added to the 
Junior Choir, and after Christmas they will be 
admitted to the Junior W.A., when it is hoped to 
divide the present girls into two groups, on account 
of the difference in their ages. 

The Junior W.A. is really enthusiastic and is 
proving very helpful to the Senior branch in many 
ways. A very successful bazaar and sale of home 
cooking was held on Saturday the 30th October, in 
the church basement. This was under the auspices 
of both W.A. groups, both sharing in the work 
entailed, and much credit is due to the Juniors for 
the splendid needlework they contributed and their 
willing co-operation. 

The Senior W.A. have lost an ardent worker in 
the person of Mrs. P. Wolff who has recently moved 
to the city; we wish her every happiness in her new 
environment and feel sure that our loss will be a 
distinct gain to another parish. 

St. Patrick’s Harvest Festival was held on 
October 10th, and it was indeed gratifying to see 
every seat filled at this service. 

With the new schedule of bi-monthly services we 
should all make every possible effort to attend, 
especially those of us with relatives in His Majesty’s 
Forces. 

We wish to heartily congratulate three of our 
Sunday School pupils—Aletha and Nina Sawyer, 
and Anne Gilmour upon successfully winning prizes 
in the G.B.R.E. examinations last May. 

Religious instruction is being given in the school 
for the third year. This year however our Rector 
is taking the High School. 

Tom between his duty to the Church on the 
home front and his duty as a chaplain with His 
Majesty’s Forces, our Rector has again endeavoured 
to enlist. Only time will tell whether with the great 
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shortage of clergy, the Bishop will be able to release 
him. 


HOLY TRINITY, TOFIELD 

The Rev. A. A. Court 

The Senior W.A. .met at the home of Mrs. 
Allen on November 4th, with seven members and 
one visitor present. After the devotionals, business 
was attended to and preliminary arrangements 
made, for the bazaar. The Senior W.A. also met 
at the home of Mrs. Holmes on November 25th, 
with seven members and one visitor present; in¬ 
stead of meeting in December, as the bazaar date 
was set for December 4th. At both of these meetings 
many lovely articles were handed in by the members. 
These were priced for sale. Ladies were appointed 
to be in charge of the needlework and cooking tables, 
fish-pond, etc., and the serving of tea and for kitchen 
duties. During the month a nice assortment of 
clothing was shipped to Edmonton for Social Service 
Work. This was acknowledged with thanks. We 
are planning to make another shipment. The 
annual W.A. meeting will be held in the church on 
January 13th. _ 

Church services are being held every two weeks 
as formerly. 

Mesdames Swift and Robinson recently mad© 
their annual canvass in the interest of the British 
and Foreign Bible Society, and thank all who helped 
in this. worthy cause. 

Our sympathy is extended to Mrs. Coalta in the 
loss of her mother, in Edmonton, on November 14th. 

We were pleased to read of the return of the 
Rev. T. Teape to Canada, after an absence of 
four years in England, and will be glad to welcome 
him and Mrs. Teape to the Diocese of Edmonton. 


&ural Beatterp 

of $$etasrtutmn 


ST. DUNSTAN’S, BITTERN LAKE 

The Rev. A. Wallis 

At the spcial Intercession Service on St. Andrew’s 
Day members of the W.A. met for Corporate Com¬ 
munion. Not many were present at the quiet, 
beautiful service, but those who came appreciated 
the extra effort of their Rector in giving them this 
opportunity to be a link in the continuous Inter¬ 
cession being observed throughout the Diocese. 

Some may recall that the first Corporate Com¬ 
munion Service for the W.A. in their parish took 
place on St. Andrew’s Day, eleven years ago, the 
celebrant being the Rev. G. P. Gower. It is a 
co-incidence that both at that service and the one 
this year there were seven communicants. 

W.A. meetings, are being held regularly and the 
attendance is very good. A portion of the Study 
Book or some article on Latin America is read at 
each meeting. 

Just at present the members are very busy pre¬ 
paring for a sale of work on December 10th. Re¬ 
freshments will also be served. 


CAM ROSE 

The Rev. A. Wallis 

W.A.: On Friday, 5th November, we held our 
bazaar. It was an outstanding success all along 
the way. Our president wishes to say: “Thank 
you,” to everyone who helped. It sounds quite 


inadequate, but there is no other way of saying it, 
and perhaps the thrill of achievement will complete 
the feeling of satisfaction. The tea tables looked so 
dainty, and folks seemed to like to linger. Those 
who came were pleased with their purchases, and 
the warm, friendly atmosphere greatly added to the 
pleasure of the financial success. 

We would thank Miss Studholme and those who 
helped her with the decorations, and the A.Y.P.A. 
for forming a “fatigue party” and cleaning up the 
hall; it looked really lovely. 

The military whist party held at night was great 
fun. Very sincerely we say: “Thank you” to 
Lieut. G. Murrell-Wright for acting as M.C. He 
certainly put all his energy into making the evening 
a friendly triumph. 

We congratulate Mrs. Veal and her group of 
willing helpers on the success of their effort. 

Sunday, 7th November—Remembrance Sunday: 

“Still thro’ the veil, the Victor’s pitying eyes 

Look down to bless our lesser Calvaries.” 

Since last Remembrance Sunday many of us have 
known our “lesser Calvary.” Young people whom 
we have known and loved have gone through the 
dust of conflict and through battle flame, to find 
their Captain waiting on the other side for them.— 

“From earth’s wide bounds, from ocean’s farthest 
coast, 

Through gates of pearl streams in. the countless 
host, 

Singing . . .” 

The picture of this countless host, valiant hearts— 
soldiers, sailors, airmen—streaming along the 
heavenly way, singing, lifts a little of the sadness, 
because we believe that they have reached the 
greater Glory, and as far as we are concerned we, 
too, can be valiant. 

The Legion of Frontiersmen paraded to church. 

Our A.Y.P.A. met for the first time since the 
holidays on Wednesday, 27th October. It was a 
business meeting, the election of officers being as 
follows: 

President, Eva Briggs; VicePres., Sheila Cary; 
Secretary, Kenneth Campbell; Treasurer, Joan 
Stewart. Convenors of Programmes: Worship, Miss 
Studholme; Work, Mrs. G. Murrell-Wright; Edifi¬ 
cation, Peter Gorovich and Paul Sicard; Social, Jean 
Sharland and Mary Idt. 

Since then, we have met each week regularly- 
For the Work Programme the young people helped 
to tidy up the hall for the bazaar, and made a 
good job of it. Last Sunday morning we had 
Morning Prayer conducted by the A.Y.P.A. This 
was a practical way of working out a Worship Pro¬ 
gramme. The social evening was well planned, 
interesting, and the refreshments were good. For 
the Edification Programme we had a discussion on 
“Post-War Plans.” The interest shown is en¬ 
couraging. 

A Christmas message to all: “All love and 
mystery in one little face; all light and beauty in a 
single star that rose among the shadows, pure and 
far, above a humble place; the long years go; the 
old stars rise and set; dreams perish, and we falter 
in the night, but still there’s Bethlehem—could 
heart forget that loveliness—that light? Shadow* 
there are, but who shall fail for them? Still there 
is Bethlehem!” 

Baptisms: November 6th-—Gene Charles Kerns; 
Ivan Meridith Dawson. 
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Archbishop of York on His Moscow Visit—Full Statement 


The following is the full text of a statement 
made in London by the Archbishop of York, 
the Most Rev. C. F. Garbett, D.D., after his 
return from Moscow: 

The purpose of the visit was to take from 
the Church of England to the Russian Church 
and peoples a warm expression of sympathy 
with them in their terrible sufferings due to 
the Nazi invasion, of admiration for their 
courage and endurance, and to say how sin¬ 
cerely we hope that after the war there may 
be close co-operation between the two peoples. 

I had with me the Reverend H. Waddams 
and the Reverend F. House, both of whom 
had some special knowledge of the Eastern 
Churches. We went in response to a warm 
invitation from the Patriarch of the Russian 
Church, which had been given some time 
before. 

Most of the eight or nine days were spent in 
Moscow, though we also saw Stalingrad, fly¬ 
ing over it very low; Istra, about 40 miles from 
the city; and a collective farm about 60 miles 
out in the country. I cannot speak too warm¬ 
ly of the kindness and hospitality we received 
on every side. Modern Russia keeps up fully 
its traditional hospitality to its guests, how¬ 
ever difficult the conditions may be. 

Most of our conversations were with the 
venerable Patriarch and the three or four very 
able Metropolitans and Archbishops who were 
with him; notable among them was the Metro¬ 
politan of Kiev, whom the State has appoint¬ 
ed a member of the Commission now investi¬ 
gating German atrocities. 


Religious Life 

There can be no doubt that worship within 
the churches is fully allowed. The Orthodox 
Prelates were emphatic about this. We at¬ 
tended two services in the Cathedral, both on 
week-days. The first occasion was the celebra¬ 
tion of the Liturgy; this lasted over three 
hours. At the close the Patriarch welcomed 
the delegation, and I replied. 

I have never seen such a vast congregation. 
The people, standing all the time, were packed 
together. I was told that there were 10,000 
present, and there were thousands in the 
square. There was a most moving scene of 
emotion and welcome as I left the Cathedral, 
the huge crowds surging forward and crying 
out, “English Archbishop, thank you, thank 
you!” 


Two days later there was a Service of Inter¬ 
cession. The crowd was, if possible, larger, 
though there was heavy rain. Many were 
weeping when the prayer for the dead was 
said. 


On Sunday I went to a country church 
which was crowded; all peasants, mainly 
women and children. One of my companions 
went to an evening service on the Saturday 
in a small city church and found this also 
crowded. 


I was particularly struck with the character 
of the congregations in the Cathedral. They 
did not consist mainly of old people, though, 
of course, there were many who were old. It 
was a congregation consisting chiefly of the 
middle-aged and under. There was a fair 
number of men, though, naturally, very few 
soldiers—just a sprinkling here and there. To 
say the congregations consist chiefly of the 
aged is sheer nonsense. 


Anti-religious propaganda has come to an 
end, though I was told the godless societies 
are still in existence. There is a growing 
spirit of tolerance. The part religion ■ has 
played in the history of the nation is re¬ 
spected and is shown in the cinema and on 
the stage. The ridiculing of religion is in¬ 
creasingly regarded as bad form, and as such 
is discouraged. I myself with my two chap¬ 
lains wore our cassocks in crowded thorough¬ 
fares — we walked about perfectly freely, 
people looked at us with interest, but no¬ 
where was there any sign of opposition or 
contempt. 

There are still large numbers of churches 
used for secular purposes, but I was told 
that the number of those used for worship 
gradually increases. There is no freedom of 
religious propaganda such as we have in this 
country. But then in Russia all publications 
are controlled by the State. It is therefore 
significant that the Russian Patriarchate has 
just issued the first number of a religious 
magazine. This has a circulation of 10,000, 
and could not have been published without the 
approval of the State. 

The question is asked: Has there been a 
sudden revival of religion in Russia? All 
through the most difficult times there have 
been large numbers who have never given up 
their faith, though some have held it secretly. 
Worship has never been discontinued ■— the 
Archbishops were very emphatic about this. 
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The terrible losses and sufferings of the 
war have brought again into the open what 
was always latent—the deep religious strain 
in the Russian natural character. It would 
be absurd to pretend that this is universal. 
There are large numbers who conscientiously 
reject all belief in God. The State itself is 
definitely non-religious. But when every 
allowance has been made for this, there are 
undoubtedly millions of Russians who are turn¬ 
ing to God for guidance, help or comfort in 
their sorrow and agony. 

I have been asked why Premier Stalin has 
approved of the election of a Patriarch and 
the summoning of a council of bishops. I 
think the reply is t\Vofold. Premier Stalin is 
a wise statesman, who recognizes that re¬ 
ligion is inherent in the majority of the Rus¬ 
sian people; he has had to take from them in 
the national cause much that they value— 
but he feels he can give them something in 
making it plain that there is no hindrance to 
their worship. Secondly, the Church is no 
longer the supporter of the old regime. It ac¬ 
cepts loyally the present constitution. It has 
thrown itself heart and soul into the national 
cause. It prays and works for victory. It did 
this spontaneously without the slightest hesi¬ 
tation on the day war was declared. 


Russia’s Sacrifices 

I should now like to say something about 
Russia’s sacrifices in the common cause. I 
have seen many of our bombed cities; I saw 
during the Armistice of the last war many 
of the ruined cities of France. But I have 
never seen anything comparable to the ruin 
of the great city of Stalingrad; there was not a 
house with a roof on it, hardly a factory with 
a wall; complete destruction everywhere Yet 
I could see the people beginning to recon¬ 
struct. 

We went to the city of Istra, which had, 
two years ago, a population of 10,000; now it 
is a waste covered with weeds, only the chim¬ 
neys and the stoves remaining to show where 
the houses had once stood. Just outside the 
city there stood one of the most famous mon¬ 
asteries of Russia, the New Jerusalem, a splen¬ 
did architectural monument. It has been wan¬ 
tonly destroyed by the Germans; the dome of 
the great church blown up, the ikons torn out, 
the towers on the walls ruined. 

There are still forty millions of Russians 
under Nazi rule. They are often treated with 
appalling barbarity. The chairman of the 
collective farm I visited told me that the Ger¬ 
mans had shot an old man because he would 
not give them his felt boots, and then dragged 
them off the dead body. Peasant women at 
Istra told us how in the dead of winter they 


and their children had been driven into the 
woods and shot at if they attempted to come 
out. 

The sacrifices made by the Russians in their 
struggle with the Germans are very great. 
Ninety per cent, of the adult population is 
engaged in the war effort. Hours of labor 
have been lengthened and holidays contracted. 
Strikes are unknown. Nearly every home has 
suffered bereavement. The food ration has 
been cut down to a minimum, though great 
care is taken to see the children are well looked 
after. Notwithstanding all these hardships 
and sacrifices, the Russian fights on with in¬ 
domitable courage. 


Economic Conditions 

My visit was much too short for me to draw 
any conclusions of value concerning general 
conditions and economic policy in Russia. My 
visit was, moreover, limited to one city. Now 
I have actually visited Russia I am much more 
cautious in making statements about it than 
I would have been three or four weeks ago. 

I was impressed with the great crowds of 
working people in every part of Moscow; war 
conditions have made the problem of housing 
very acute, much more acute than it is in our 
own country. I was greatly struck with the 
care taken over the children; they looked hap¬ 
py and normal. I was very interested in find¬ 
ing that the people are allowed to possess 
property of their own. 

Russia is at its present stage a socialist, 
rather than a communist State; that is, while 
the means of production and distribution be¬ 
long to the State, the individual may keep for 
his use, or dispose of as he thinks fit, whatever 
he has himself earned, including the houses 
built by individuals on collective farms. 

Undoubtedly the war has checked very seri¬ 
ously many of the schemes on foot for the 
education and improvement in the material 
conditions of the people. The fair comparison 
is between the peasant and artizan of the year 
1913 and their position in 1939, rather than in 
1943, the third year of the war. 

However much we may condemn some of 
the methods used during and after the Revolu¬ 
tion, we should now watch with sympathy the 
working out of a great social and economic 
experiment, even though we may feel much of 
it may be inapplicable to our country. 

We may hope that the two Churches, by 
their renewed fellowship, will make a contri¬ 
bution of real importance to the future good 
relations between the British and Soviet 
peoples. 



CHURCH MESSENGER 



THE WOMEN’S PAGE 

by Edith Peace 



MOSTLY CHRISTMAS. 

The continuing mild fall weather has been a 
wonderful relief after the severe weather of last 
winter, and one can hardly realize that Christmas 
is so near. This mild weather has certainly 
shortened our winter. There are those who say 
that if we have it mild now, we shall have to pay 
for it in the New' Year, but that is not the case. 
Some winters are cold both before Christmas and 
after Christmas, w'hilst others seem delightfully 
mild. The climate is still something unpredictable, 
even though our meteorological departments can 
give excellent forecasts for a day or two ahead. 

This will be our fifth Christmas at war, and 
already we can see how the great festival is being 
affected. The stores seem to be rather slow in 
bringing out their Christmas wares, and that may 
well be because they have not got so many to bring 
out. Rationing has curtailed our plans somewhat, 
too, as it is rather difficult to do much in the W'ay of 
entertaining these days. Storekeepers hand out 
raisins and candied peel, etc., as though it really 
hurts them to sell it. One almost feels one is asking 
a favour w'hen shopping for groceries, whilst the 
independence and take-it-or-leave it attitude in 
larger stores is such a change from the eagerness-to- 
oblige of pre-w'ar days. Maybe the pendulum will 
swing back again when supplies are more plentiful 
and money not so free. 

There is certainly a dearth of reasonably-priced 
toys in our stores these days. I suppose they are 
not making many toys these days, but such as are 
are being made appear to be very dear. I always 
feel, too, that the price of good books for children 
is much too high. 

They were all looking for a King 

To slay their foes and lift them high; 

Thou cam’st, a little baby thing 
That made a w'oman cry. 


SUPPOSE . . . 

Suppose that Christ had not been born 
That far aw'ay Judean morn. 

Suppose that God, Whose mighty hand 
Created worlds, had never planned 
A way for man to be redeemed. 

Suppose the w'ise men only dreamed 
That guiding star w'hose light still glows 
Down through the centuries. Suppose 
Christ never walked here in men’s sight, 

Our blessed Way, and Truth, and Light. 

Suppose He counted all the cost 
And never cared that we W'ere lost, 

And never died for you and me, 

Nor shed His blood on Calvary 
Upon a shameful cross. Suppose 
That having died, He never rose, 

And there was none W'ith power to save 
Our souls from death beyond the grave! 

O far away Judean morn— 

Suppose that Christ had not been born! 

—Martha S. Nicholson. 


BIG LITTLE THINGS. 

We had some friends in for the evening, a w r eek or 
so ago. The next morning three of them ’phoned 
up just to say how' much they had enjoyed the party. 
I felt most grateful to them, and rather ashamed at 
my ow'n failure to make a similar friendly call of 
appreciation after being entertained. How easy 
it is to call up and say “Thank you,” and how r nice 
it is, when you are feeling like the 1 ‘ morning-after- 
the-night-before,” and wondering if your party was 
a success, to have someone say they were glad to be 
there. It is the little niceties which smooth life 
along. We are all vain enough to like to receive 
compliments. Perhaps we should give them a 
good deal oftener than we do. Certainly, if a friend 
has gone to a lot of trouble to entertain us, the 
least we can do is say some word of thanks, and not 
just take their kindness and effort for granted. 


CHRISTMAS CARDS. 

I was listening to the radio the other morning 
and heard a spot announcement regarding Christmas 
cards. It mentioned the types of cards available— 
winter scenes, Old Country scenes, Dicken’s 
characters, dogs, etc. It seems to be increasingly 
difficult to obtain Christmas cards. It is natural 
that there should be a number of patriotic cards in 
wartime, but I can never understand why we 
should have such a collection of dogs on our 
Christmas cards and such a small percentage of 
religious cards. It is the Birthday of Christ we are 
celebrating. 


TEMPERANCE. 

May I put in a word for Temperance again this 
coming Christmastide. This is, it seems, a woman’s 
job. We have most to do with what goes on in 
our homes during the Christmas season, and I think 
we need to declare war on any drinking parties. 
The sight of long queues outside our Liquor Vendors, 
and the number of women, fills me with shame. If 
we don’t give the lead to our own girls, who will? 
There is much tragedy on the home front these days, 
and many broken hearts, and the blame for much 
of it can be laid right on the doorstep of liquor. 


May Christmas be a happy and blessed occasion 
for you all! 


Edith Peace. 








CHURCH MESSENGER 


5 % 

Homo 
Milk 

It’s Extra Rich—5% in Butterfat. 

It’s the Finest Milk for Children or Grown-ups. 

It’s noted for its Fresh Sweetness, 

its richness and perfect flavor 

You will like E.C.D. Jersey Milk— 

It’s the Best in the West. 

TRY IT—OUR WAGONS PASS YOUR DOOR 

Edmonton City Dairy, Ltd. 

Phone 25154 



McGavin’s Bread 

For Particular People 
CAKES, COOKIES—All of the Finest 
10642 100th St. Phone 28131 


The Douglas Printing Co. Ltd. 

PRINTERS and BOOKBINDERS 

Phones 21563 and 26840 
10060 - 104th Street Edmonton Alberta 


Strathcona Hotel 

Real Friendly Service 
Rates—$1.00 Per Day 

Whyte Ave. at 103rd St., Phone 32464 


Edmonton Rubber Stamp 

Company Limited 
RUBBER STAMPS AND SEALS 
10037 101A Avenue Phone 26927 


R. & S. POWDER 

is positively the greatest Herbal Remedy known today. 
Acts on the entire system, removing the cause as well 
as eliminating pain, to give you good health! 
Rheumatic pain and stomach troubles soon disappear. 
5,000 Edmonton testimonials are ample proof. Con¬ 
tains eleven ingredients, all ROOTS and HERBS in 
their natural form; Do your own mixing: 

Two weeks $1.50, one month $3.00, two months $5.00. 

R. & S. Powder for sale at 
all Drug Stores, or 

J. C. McIntyre, Box 374, Edmonton 

















